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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

“Many are the plans in a person’s heart…” – says the ancient writer. Well, I could talk 
about that. Or maybe about what I didn’t plan. I didn’t plan on leading worship from 
home due to a quarantine, which is – thank God - ending today. Neither of us planned 
what had started last March and is a still ongoing hinderance of our labor and activities. 
Neither of us planned the total change of lifestyle including work, studies and keeping 
relationships.  

Of course, there are approaches that try to see the positive outcomes of the pandemic 
on our globe: Pollution significantly dropped over the industrially active and developed 
countries. Internet and video opportunities have been making possible to carry on 
business and gatherings, including Sunday worship services and family reunions. We 
can see one another; we can show people around in our sanctuary or homes. People 
who geographically wouldn’t be able to do so if we hold our events in-person can join 
us online in meetings. 

Still, we can’t deny the grief over lost lives, lost jobs, and lost plans. I can hear more 
and more from professionals that for the sake of our healing, we have to acknowledge 
our losses and allow our grief and tears to ‘drift’ us to the bottom of our darkest valleys. 
As Rev. David Robertson, Chinook Winds Region Chaplain explained to the gathered 
clergy this morning: if we resist the natural flow of emotions, we might stick in our 
losses like in mud, and we can’t go on from sadness to joy; from pain to recovery. We 
won’t have the joy and epiphany of Easter without allowing ourselves to endure the 
sorrow and heartache of Good Friday. 

In a society that – in my experience – avoids suffering and bad news as much as 
possible, this mightn’t be a popular message. But even if we ‘don’t plan’ misery in our 
lives, it happens in this “post-Eden world” as Jennifer put in the meditation below. Still, 
as we go through difficult periods of life, such as this pandemic, or an illness, or 
uncertainties of economic struggles, we are encouraged to recognise that “the Lord’s 
purpose … prevails.” And one of the most encouraging Scripture passages for me is 
from Jeremiah, the “weeping Prophet”: “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

Jesus’ victory at the first Easter showed us how God’s plans triumphed. Although we 
still suffer grief, sickness and losses until the fulfillment of the promise of God: “There 
will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain…” (Revelation 21:4), this is a 
gift even in our life-time and “post-Eden world”: “The Lord is close to the broken-
hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18) 

Grace and Peace to You All, 

Rev. Maria 
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Imperfect Plans  
Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that 

prevails. 

Proverbs 19:21 

READ Proverbs 19:20–23 

I was exploring a library on the bottom floor of a new community center when an 
overhead crash suddenly shook the room. A few minutes later it happened again, and 
then again. An agitated librarian finally explained that a weight-lifting area was 
positioned directly above the library, and the noise occurred every time someone 
dropped a weight. Architects and designers had carefully planned many aspects of this 
state-of-the-art facility, yet someone had forgotten to locate the library away from all 
the action. 

In life as well, our plans are often flawed. We overlook important considerations. Our 
plans don’t always account for accidents or surprises. Although planning helps us 
avoid financial shortfalls, time crunches, and health issues, even the most thorough 
strategies can’t eliminate all problems from our lives. We live in a post-Eden world. 

With God’s help, we can find the balance between prudently considering the future 
(Proverbs 6:6–8) and responding to difficulties. God often has a purpose for the trouble 
He allows into our lives. He may use it to develop patience in us, to increase our faith, 
or simply to bring us closer to Him. The Bible reminds us, “Many are the plans in a 
person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21). As we 
submit our goals and hopes for the future to Jesus, He’ll show us what He wants to 
accomplish in us and through us. – By Jennifer Benson Schuldt 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
God, I believe You’re in control of everything. Help me to live wisely in this world, 
committing all my plans to You. Amen.  
 

How do you respond when your plans don’t work out or when your expectations are 
unmet? What might God want you to learn through those experiences? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The verses of Proverbs 19:20–23 are connected by key words that suggest both the 
importance of God’s people seeking wisdom and of acknowledging that God’s plans 
are authoritative. In verse 20, the Hebrew word esa is translated as “advice,” but in 
verse 21, the same word is translated as “purpose.” Both word usages are correct, but 
the repetition of the word shows a correlation between the verses. In other words, a 
person who listens to advice is wise, but God’s purposes and plans are still above the 
plans of the wise. As verse 22 states, desiring God’s unfailing love is necessary to gain 
this kind of wisdom. Further, the wise person fears God and “rests content, untouched 
by trouble” (v. 23). It’s important to remember, however, that the book of Proverbs 
offers general guidelines for living; it’s not guaranteed that one who lives in this way 
will be immune to difficulties (see the book of Job). – By Julie Schwab 

Used with permission 
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