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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

After a morning conversation with those who joined today’s C&C group on ZOOM, I 
couldn’t help but to choose this meditation by the Our Daily Bread Ministry. It talks 
about the inspiration that parents and grandparents – especially those latter - can 
provide for their offspring.  

I am not a grandmother, yet, but as a mother I know that passing our faith and values 
to the next generation is not as simple as it sounds. And as I remember my upbringing, 
where both my father and grandfather were ministers, I know that despite of the 
countless hours I spent in church at Sunday school and worship services, finally I had 
to make up my own mind whether to believe or not.  

I was told, I read, and as a parent I also experienced that children perceive and 
understand more than we expect them. They sense if we really mean what we say, 
and they have very good eyes to see if our deeds contradict what we teach them. In 
our everyday life they notice when we stumble or make mistakes.  

And being a Christian doesn’t mean that we become perfect and infallible. To me it 
means that I have a God who when I fall can raise me up; when I make a mistake 
forgives and provides me second and third chances; who loves me as I am with my 
iniquities. But it also means to me that this love motivates and inspires me to change 
and to grow in a better understanding about the Almighty’s guidance.   

In the Old Testament there is a repeated statement about the kings of Israel that caught 
my attention: “He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord” (1 Kings 22:43; 2 Kings 

14:3; 2 Chronicles 26:4) Does it matter if we do what is right in the eyes of the Lord? And 
is it noticed anywhere anyway? The Scripture teaches us that the Holy One knows it, 
even if it’s not obvious for human spectators. And more than that, God knows our 
hearts and motives.  

There was a time when I found this statement creepy. By now, it is a great 
encouragement for me that the Almighty knows if I care what is right in the Holy One’s 
eyes. Jesus put it this way: “If you love me, keep my commands. … Whoever has 
my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 
(John 14:15;21) Or as one of my favorite Psalms words it: “Because he loves me,” says 
the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.” 
(Psalm 91:14) 

It’s something that had been valid for the kings of Israel, and also for us and our 
children. This is why it’s vital to pass the knowledge of those commands to our loved 
ones. It does make a difference when we care to love the Lord, to do what is right in 
His eyes. It makes a difference as we tackle with life’s challenges and beyond. 
Because we may remember what Jesus said: “I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.” (John 10:10)  

Grace and Peace to You All, 

Rev. Maria 
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The Frosting of Faith  
I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois 

and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 

2 Timothy 1:5 

READ 2 T imothy 1:1–5 

Hand in hand, my grandson and I skipped across the parking lot to find a special back-
to-school outfit. A preschooler now, he was excited about everything, and I was 
determined to ignite his happiness into joy. I’d just seen a coffee mug with the 
inscription, “Grandmas are moms with lots of frosting.” Frosting equals fun, glitter, joy! 
That’s my job description as his grandma, right? That . . . and more. 

In his second letter to his spiritual son Timothy, Paul calls out his sincere faith—and 
then credits its lineage both to Timothy’s grandmother, Lois, and his mother, Eunice (2 
Timothy 1:5). These women lived out their faith in such a way that Timothy also came 
to believe in Jesus. Surely, Lois and Eunice loved Timothy and provided for his needs. 
But clearly, they did more. Paul points to the faith living in them as the source of the 
faith later living in Timothy. 

My job as a grandmother includes the “frosting” moment of a back-to-school outfit. But 
even more, I’m called to the frosting moments when I share my faith: Bowing our heads 
over chicken nuggets. Noticing angelic cloud formations in the sky as God’s works of 
art. Chirping along with a song about Jesus on the radio. Let’s be wooed by the 
example of moms and grandmas like Eunice and Lois to let our faith become the 
frosting in life so others will want what we have. – By Elisa Morgan 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Dear God, help me to invest my time in living out my faith before others. Amen.  
 

How have you been influenced by the faith of others? How are you living out your faith 
so that others might be influenced? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Luke tells us in Acts 16:1 that Timothy’s mother was a Jewish believer but his father 
was a Greek. His mixed heritage, together with the fact that Timothy had already 
earned the respect of believers in Jesus in his Roman hometown of Lystra (vv. 1–2), 
caught Paul’s attention. He and Silas were in the process of helping Jewish and gentile 
followers of Christ understand their relationship to the law of Moses and to one another 
(15:22). Elders of the church in Jerusalem had recently come to some important 
conclusions about ways to welcome and encourage gentiles into the faith (vv. 7–21). 
Paul apparently saw Timothy as an example of a young gentile who was growing in 
the ways of Jesus. What began like a father-son relationship, developed into a 
partnership to the point that Paul acknowledged Timothy as his co-author of 2 
Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, and Philemon. – By Mart 
DeHaan 
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