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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

The verse from the Letter to the Hebrews below reminded me of a conversation that 
we could read through our Common Lectionary schedule right after Easter. It’s about 
Thomas, who missed to meet the risen Jesus when Christ appeared to his fellow 
disciples. Thomas’s reaction was this when the others talked about their encounter: 
“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” (John 20:25) 

Can we blame him for not buying into their story? Didn’t it go against everything that 
humanity ever experienced and considered as a reality? Still, as we can read the 
chapter further, we learn that “A week later his disciples were in the house again, 
and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. 
Stop doubting and believe.”  Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then 
Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:26-29) 

As Christians of this century, we all fall under Jesus’ description: “… blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed.” However, we know that we need 
constant encouragement and affirmation that we may grow in our conviction and could 
say along with Apostle Paul: “… I know whom I have believed, and am convinced 
that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.” (2 Timothy 1:12) 

We are able to carry out our mission as a community of faith if we have confidence in 
the Easter good news and we think of Jesus as not only a historic person, but who 
“who was, and is, and is to come.” (Revelation 4:8) Because this conviction assures 
us that we are never alone, that the Almighty upholds us when we decide to positively 
answer the ‘tap on our shoulders’, and ready “to bear much fruit” (John 15) as disciples 
of Jesus. 

Although humanity has learned a lot about the universe that surrounds us during the 
millennia, there are still a lot of things we don’t understand or are able to comprehend 
at all. The Bible talks about a reality, which is with Jesus’ words “not of this world” 
(John 18:36). Nevertheless, the Holy One values our subsistence so much, that the 
Almighty was ready to give “his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

What a comforting and inspiring thought it is that the Creator of this universe loves us 
and offers a divine presence with us “in life, in death and life beyond death” (New Creed)! 
We have to hear this especially if we struggle with any challenges or losses. The Lord 

is good and faithful. “For God so loved the world” (John 3:16) including you.       

Grace and Peace to You All,  

Rev. Maria 
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What Can’t Be Seen 
Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 

see. 

Hebrews 11:1 

READ Hebrews 11:1–6 

Historians say the Atomic Age began on July 16, 1945, when the first nuclear weapon 
was detonated in a remote desert of New Mexico. But Greek philosopher Democritus 
(c. 460–370 BC) was exploring the existence and power of the atom long before the 
invention of anything that could even see these tiny building blocks of the universe. 
Democritus comprehended more than he could see and atomic theory was the result. 

The Scriptures tell us that the essence of faith is embracing what can’t be seen. 
Hebrews 11:1 affirms, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see.” This assurance isn’t the result of wishful or positive thinking. 
It’s confidence in the God we can’t see but whose existence is the truest reality in the 
universe. His reality is displayed in His creative works (Psalm 19:1) and made visible 
by revealing His invisible character and ways in His Son, Jesus, who came to show 
the Father’s love to us (John 1:18). 

This is the God in whom “we live and move and have our being,” as the apostle Paul 
put it (Acts 17:28). As such, “we live by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). Yet we 
don’t walk alone. The unseen God walks with us every step of the way. – By Bill 
Crowder 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, sometimes it’s a struggle to believe what I can’t see. Nevertheless, 
You’ve promised Your faithful love and that You’ll never leave me or forsake me. 
Help me to rest in that promise. Amen.  
 

In a world where seeing is believing, in what ways do you struggle to live by faith in 
God? What has strengthened your faith, and in what areas do you need to rest in Him 
more fully? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
After a call to perseverance in the faith in Hebrews 10:23–25, the author begins chapter 
11 with a definition—typical of a discourse on a particular subject—defining faith as 
“confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see” (v. 1). Both 
Greek words used to define faith—confidence (Greek hypostasis, “a giving of 
substance to”) and assurance (Greek elenchos, “a proving of”)—emphasize faith as 
an active way of life in response to what we know to be true. Though much of the future 
that faith hopes and longs for remains unfulfilled and unseen, people of faith move 
forward in response to God’s leading and their experience of His faithfulness. Hebrews 
11 traces through Jewish history heroes who exemplify this lifestyle of active faith, 
culminating with Jesus, the ultimate Hero of faith (12:2–3). – By Monica La Rose 

Used with permission 
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