
 

 

 

Carstairs-Bancroft United Church 

May 14, 2021  

DAILY ENCOURAGEMENT 

DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

By Rev. Maria Szabone Berces  

   Source: Our Daily Bread 

 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Sadly, it is not only the Austral continent that suffers from droughts in the climate 
change of our globe. North America, including our province of Alberta had seen 
devastating wild fires in the in the near past. 

These natural disasters and dire situations in the nature can provide parallels and 
metaphorical images of the state of our circumstances and challenges in life. And it is 
not only that we experience physical hardships or anxiety about our livelihood or how 
we can maintain our families. Because of who we are – created in the image of God - 
there can be deeper questions that may bother our souls. As Ecclesiastes put it: “What 
do workers gain from their toil? I have seen the burden God has laid on the 
human race. He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end.” (Ecclesiastes 3:9-11) 

Whether we are concerned about the immediate physical needs of our being – like 
what to eat, what to drink, what clothes to put on – or the profounder questions of 
existence, we have the option to turn to the Creator. We have the capacity to talk to 
the Almighty God, the Maker of heaven and earth. As King David pondered about this 
wonder: “… what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that 
you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the angels and 
crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of 
your hands …” (Psalm 8:4-6)  

If we choose to, and are willing to make the connection with the Holy One, we may 
experience what Moses and the Israelites did: God provides in our needs. The Almighty 
is ready to give us not only water to drink and food for the sustenance of our bodies. 
As human beings we are offered to see beyond these basic necessities. As Jesus 
formulated it: “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:31-

33) 

It’s true, it requires the seeking effort, and the trust in the providence of the Almighty. 
Especially when we can’t see anything else around us just a parched desert or a dead 
valley of darkness. But the God, who made us only a little lower than the angels, has 
the power to create life where there is only death and despair. He is able to bring back 
dried bones to become living creatures again (Ezekiel 37), and to make deserts bloom 
(Isaiah 35). He can revive our arid lives and souls.  

Grace and Peace to You All,  

Rev. Maria 
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Abundant Waters 
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink. 

Exodus 17:6 

READ Exodus 17:1–7 

In Australia, a report outlined “a grim story” of extreme drought, heat, and fire. The 
account described a horrific year with only minuscule rainfall, turning parched brush 
into tinder. Raging fires torched the countryside. Fish died. Crops failed. All because 
they didn’t have a simple resource we often take for granted—water, which we all need 
in order to live. 

Israel found itself in its own terrifying dilemma. As the people camped in the dusty, 
barren desert, we read this alarming line: “There was no water for the people to drink” 
(Exodus 17:1). The people were afraid. Their throats were dry. The sand sizzled. Their 
children suffered thirst. Terrified, the people “quarreled with Moses,” demanding water 
(v. 2). But what could Moses do? He could only go to God. 

And God gave Moses odd instructions: “Take . . . the staff [and] . . . strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it for the people to drink” (vv. 5–6). So Moses hit the rock, and 
out gushed a river, plenty for the people and their cattle. That day, Israel knew that 
their God loved them. Their God provided abundant water. 

If you’re experiencing a drought or wilderness in life, know that God is aware of it and 
He’s with you. Whatever your need, whatever your lack, may you find hope and 
refreshment in His abundant waters. – By Winn Collier 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
I need Your water, God, Your provision. If You don’t help me, I don’t think I’ll 
make it. Will You bring me the water I need? Amen.  
 

Where are the parched and barren places in your world? How can you look for and 
trust in God’s abundant waters? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The Israelites were rapidly developing a reputation for complaining. At Marah, they’d 
grumbled about water too bitter to drink (Exodus 15:22–24). Then they complained 
about the lack of food (16:2–3). Now they “quarreled with Moses” about the lack of 
drinking water (17:2). Exasperated, Moses “cried out to the Lord” (v. 4). God’s counsel 
to Moses included the command to take “the staff with you with which you struck the 
Nile” (v. 5). The staff, which Moses also held out when the Red Sea was parted (14:21), 
served as a visible reminder of what God had done for the people in the past. This 
time, Moses struck the rock, producing water for the people. The sure cure for 
grumbling is to recall God’s history of faithfulness. – By Tim Gustafson 

Used with permission 
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