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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

I found today’s Our Daily Bread devotion very timely as we remember the 215 children 
who died at the Kamloops residential school by ringing the church bell this afternoon. 
The Almighty for whom “thousand years … are like a day that has just gone by, or 
like a watch in the night.” (Psalm 90:4) knows all of us, and doesn’t forget what 
happens with us. Nothing is hidden in his eyes, and justice mightn’t come right away, 
but we can be sure that it will come.  

In my understanding this happened in case of these little ones. Their death has been 
revealed, and their families and our country have a chance to grieve this loss. We may 
remember them, and though our remembrance doesn’t bring them back, we are 
reminded that each life is precious for God. Especially of the babies and toddlers. As 
Jesus taught his disciples: “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14) 

If you are a parent, you know that your children remain your beloved offspring no matter 
how old they grow. In the same way, the Holy One loves each and every one of us, 
created in his own image. This love is unconditional, it doesn’t depend on our 
perception of the Almighty. The story of Jonah is memorable for me in this regard. That 
Book reveals God’s affection to this whole creation: “But the Lord said, “You have 
been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It 
sprang up overnight and died overnight. And should I not have concern for the 
great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many 
animals?” (Jonah 3:10-11) 

When we come to the Holy One with our grief, pain, or any other challenges we don’t 
do that in vain. As we bring our feelings and situations to the God of Love, we may 
recognize our Heavenly Parent in the Lord. And it is for our benefit. We learn to rely on 
the love that was displayed in Jesus’ sacrifice for us. We may grow in trusting him, and 
knowing that God will provide justice and comfort to all. 

As we remember, as we mourn, as we face the challenges and losses of this life, let 
us also recall the promise: “The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18) 

Grace and Peace to You All,  

Rev. Maria 
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God of Justice 
I trust in your unfailing love.  

Psalm 13:5 

READ Psalm 13  

She was perhaps the greatest “scapecow” in history. We don’t know if her name was 
Daisy, Madeline, or Gwendolyn (each name has been suggested), but Mrs. O’Leary’s 
cow was blamed for the 1871 Great Chicago Fire that left every third resident of the 
city homeless. Carried by strong winds through wooden structures, the fire burned for 
three days and took the lives of nearly three hundred people. 

For years, many believed the fire began when the cow knocked over a lantern left 
burning in a shed. After further investigation—126 years later—the city’s Committee 
on Police and Fire passed a resolution exonerating the cow and her owners and 
suggesting the activities of a neighbor warranted scrutiny. 

Justice often takes time, and Scripture acknowledges how difficult that can be. The 
refrain, “How long?” is repeated four times in Psalm 13: “How long, Lord? Will you 
forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long must I wrestle 
with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy 
triumph over me?” (vv. 1–2). But in the middle of his lament, David finds reason for 
faith and hope: “But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation” 
(v. 5). 

Even when justice is delayed, God’s love will never fail us. We can trust and rest in 
Him not just for the moment but for eternity. – By James Banks 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Loving God, help me to trust You even when I can’t see what You’re doing. I’m 
thankful I can rest in Your goodness and faithfulness today. Amen.  
 

In what ways has God shown you His unfailing love? How will you demonstrate trust 
in Him today? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The lament psalm is a prominent type in the Hebrew psalter. In such a psalm, the 
singer pours out the pain of his heart to God with a candor that’s sometimes alarming. 
Psalm 13 is a perfect example of a lament, as it carries what Old Testament scholar 
Dr. David Lamb says are its five basic components. First is the invocation, where the 
singer addresses God Himself (v. 1, “Lord”). This is followed by the complaint (vv. 1–
2, “How long?”), then the request for help (vv. 3–4, “Look on me and answer”). All these 
components would be expected in a lament, but a proper lament psalm contains two 
more vital elements—a declaration of trust (v. 5, “I trust in your unfailing love”) that’s 
resolved in a call to worship (v. 6, “I will sing”). Lament drives us to trust in God and 
anticipates a time when the sting of pain is replaced with praise. – By Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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