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DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

By Rev. Maria Szabone Berces  

Source: Our Daily Bread 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these?”  
(Isaiah 40:26) 

Did You Know? 

• Several New Testament verses refer to the prophet Isaiah in connection with 
various parts of the book. One of them can be found in Matthew 12:17-21: “This was 
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “Here is my servant whom 
I have chosen…” 

• Isaiah is a book that unveils the full dimensions of God’s judgement and 
salvation. God is the “Holy One of Israel”, who must punish his rebellious people, but 
will afterward redeem them. Throughout the book God’s judgement is referred to as 
“fire”. He is the “Sovereign Lord”, far above all nations and rulers.  

• Yet, God will have compassion on his people, and will rescue them from both 
political and spiritual oppression. Their restoration is like a new exodus as God 
redeems them and saves them. Israel’s mighty Creator will make streams spring up in 
the desert as he graciously leads them home. 

• The theme of a highway for the return of exiles is a prominent one in both major 
parts of the book.  

(The NIV Study Bible; Isaiah) 

Personal Insight 

In this church season called “Creation” I enjoy reading about the understanding that 
“The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 

40:28) 
Even though we weren’t there at the time when this universe and our planet were 
formed, in my view, accepting the above statement is part of revering the Almighty’s 
name. Science can find out more about the physical how abouts, but believing that 
there is an Unlimited One behind these scenes gives me encouragement and comfort.  

The powers of this material world are under the jurisdiction of the “Sovereign Lord”, 
and the Holy One knows and cares for all creation. “He … brings out the starry host 
one by one and calls forth each of them by name.” (Isaiah 40:26) 

King David also marvelled this providence when he penned Psalm 8: “When I 
consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human 
beings that you care for them?” (Psalm 8:3-4) We have a God who is not only our 
Creator, but also our Sustainer and Redeemer, who loves us beyond measure! 

Grace and Peace to You All,  

Rev. Maria 
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Unlimited 
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not 

grow tired or weary.  

Isaiah 40:28 
 

READ Is a iah  40:21–28  

There I am, sitting in the shopping mall food court, my body tense and my stomach 
knotted over looming work deadlines. As I unwrap my burger and take a bite, people 
rush around me, fretting over their own tasks. How limited we all are, I think to myself, 
limited in time, energy, and capacity. 

I consider writing a new to-do list and prioritizing the urgent tasks, but as I pull out a 
pen another thought enters my mind: a thought of One who is infinite and unlimited, 
who effortlessly accomplishes all that He desires. 

This God, Isaiah says, can measure the oceans in the hollow of His hand and collect 
the dust of the earth in a basket (Isaiah 40:12). He names the stars of the heavens and 
directs their path (v. 26), knows the rulers of the world and oversees their careers (v. 
23), considers islands mere specks of dust and the nations like drops in the sea (v. 
15). “To whom will you compare me?” He asks (v. 25). “The Lord is the everlasting 
God,” Isaiah replies. “He will not grow tired or weary” (v. 28). 

Stress and strain are never good for us, but on this day they deliver a powerful lesson. 
The unlimited God is not like me. He accomplishes everything He wishes. I finish my 
burger, and then pause once more. And silently worship. – By Sheridan Voysey 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Loving God, You’re the unlimited One who’ll accomplish all You’ve promised. 
Amen.  
 

How will you draw on God’s unlimited strength today? (vv. 29–31). In the midst of your 
tasks and deadlines, how will you pause to worship the infinite One? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Isaiah contains the fullest revelation of Christ in the Old Testament. So much so, that 
this book is sometimes referred to as the “gospel according to Isaiah.” In Isaiah 40, the 
author paints a majestic picture of God as the powerful Creator and Sustainer of the 
heavens and earth. Compared to Him, we’re “like grasshoppers” (v. 22). Yet even 
though He can bring “the rulers of this world to nothing” (v. 23), like the starry host, He 
calls those who love and follow Him by name (v. 26; see 43:1). This holy, eternal “high 
and exalted One . . . [lives] with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the 
. . . heart of the contrite” (57:15). – By Alyson Kieda 

Used with permission 
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