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DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  
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                  Source: Our Daily Bread 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.”  
(Zephaniah 3:17) 

Did You Know? 

• The prophet Zephaniah was evidently a person of considerable social standing 

in Judah and was probably related to the royal line. The prophecy opens with a 

statement of the author’s ancestry, which in itself is an unusual feature of the Hebrew 

prophetic tradition. Zephaniah was a fourth-generation of Hezekiah, a notable king of 

Judah from 715 to 686 BC. Apart from this statement, nothing more is said about his 

background.  

• Whereas Micah dealt carefully and sympathetically with the problems of the 

common people of Judah, Zephaniah’s utterances show a much greater familiarity with 

court circles and current political issues. Zephaniah was probably familiar with the 

writings of such prominent eighth-century prophets as Isaiah and Amos, whose words 

he reflects, and he may also have been aware of the ministry of the young Jeremiah. 

• Scholars date his book between 640 and 627 BC. 

• The intent of the author was to announce to Judah God’s approaching 

judgement. A Scythian incursion into Canaan may have provided the immediate 

occasion. This fierce people originated in what is now southern Russia, but by the 

seventh century BC they had migrated across the Caucasus and settled in and along 

the northern territories of the Assyrian Empire. Ultimately, however, the destruction 

prophesied by Zephaniah came at the hands of the Babylonians after they had 

overpowered Assyria and brought that ancient power to its end. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Zephaniah) 

Personal Insight 

The words of Prophet Zephaniah and the daily devotion below brought back the 
memories of a hospital visiting training organized by Chinook Winds Region I attended 
late spring this year. The facilitator of this program asked us to do a shared ritual in 
order to create the sacred space for our learning. This ritual started with a reference to 
Mark 1:11: “I am God’s beloved child, in whom God is well pleased.” 

I don’t know how you feel about it, but I have to admit, time to time I have doubts 
whether the second part of the above quote would always be true. I have to remind 
myself that God’s unconditional love doesn’t depend on my failures or weaknesses. 
God loves us as we are, with our iniquities. The Almighty has saved us in Jesus, 
because we couldn’t achieve it on our own. And no matter how imperfect we might be 
by infirmity, bad choices and scars of life, the image of God is in us deep inside.  

Unlike us, God is good all the time, and we can always rely on this goodness. 

Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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God Sings Over You 

[God] will rejoice over you with singing.  

Zephaniah 3:17 
 

READ Zephaniah  3 :14–17  

Seventeen months after our first child—a boy—was born, along came a little girl. I was 
overjoyed at the thought of having a daughter, but I was also a bit uneasy because 
while I knew a few things about little boys, this was uncharted territory. We named her 
Sarah, and one of my privileges was rocking her to sleep so my wife could rest. I’m not 
sure why, but I started trying to sing her to sleep, and the song of choice was “You Are 
My Sunshine.” Whether holding her in my arms or standing above her in her crib, I 
quite literally sang over her, and loved every minute of it. She’s in her twenties now, 
and I still call her Sunshine. 

We usually think about angels singing. But when was the last time you thought about 
God singing? That’s right—God singing. And furthermore, when was the last time you 
thought about Him singing over you? Zephaniah is clear in his message to Jerusalem: 
“The Lord your God” takes great delight in you, so much so that He “rejoice[s] over you 
with singing” (3:17). Although this message speaks directly to Jerusalem, it’s likely God 
sings over us—those who have received Jesus as Savior—too! What song does He 
sing? Well, Scripture’s not clear on that. But the song is born out of His love, so we 
can trust it’s true and noble and right and pure and lovely and admirable (Philippians 
4:8). – By John Blase 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Good Father, the thought that You would sing over me in joy is such an 
assurance and comfort. Thank You. Amen.  
 

What feelings are stirred when you consider God singing over you? Is that something 
unbelievable or something comforting? Why? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
While the book of Zephaniah (which means “the Lord hides/conceals”) ends on a note 
of joy and singing in view of God’s restoration (Zephaniah 3:14–20), the bulk of the 
book records God’s judgment on Judah and the nations. “The day of the Lord” is the 
primary theme (1:2–3:8). This term refers to a day when God settles accounts with 
those who oppose Him (a day of judgment) and rewards the remnant of faithful 
followers (a day of deliverance/salvation). Indeed, “the Mighty Warrior who saves [and] 
will take great delight in you” (3:17) is also “the Mighty Warrior [who] shouts his battle 
cry” (1:14). The sovereign God of all the earth has the right to call the nations into 
account. – By Arthur Jackson 

Used with permission 
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