
 

 

 

 

Carstairs-Bancroft United Church 

November 4, 2021  

DAILY ENCOURAGEMENT 

DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

By Rev. Maria Szabone Berces  

                  Source: Our Daily Bread 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.” (1 John 5:11) 

Did You Know? 

• The author of this letter is John, son of Zebedee - the apostle and the author of the 

Gospel of John and Revelation. He was a fisherman, one of Jesus’ inner circle, and “the 

disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 13:23). He may have been a first cousin of Jesus, as John’s 

mother may have been Salome, possibly a sister of Mary. 

• Unlike most New Testament letters, 1 John does not tell us who its author is. The 

earliest identification comes from the church fathers. Irenaeus (c. AD 140-203), Clement of Alexandria 

(c. 150-215), Tertullian (c. 155-122) and Origen (c. 185-253). They all designated the writer as the apostle 

John. As far as we know, no one else was suggested by the early church. 

• The letter is difficult to date with precision. Since the author of 1 John seems to build 

on concepts and themes found in the fourth Gospel, it is reasonable to date the letter 

somewhere between AD 85 and 95, after the writing of the Gospel, which may have been 

written c. 85, and before the writing of Revelation, which may have been written c. 95. 

• Verses such as 1 John 2:12 make it clear that this letter was addressed to believers. 

But the letter itself does not indicate who they were or where they lived. The fact that it mentions 

no one by name suggest that it was a circular letter sent to Christians in a number of places.  
(The NIV Study Bible; 1 John) 

Personal Insight 

The fact that our church family has a Prayer Chain, and that a number of you are 
involved in this ministry underlines how important prayers are. We believe that prayers 
do make a difference and through them God provides us strength, comfort and healing. 
So, the answer to the question below - “Is God Listening?” - echoes John’s words: “… 
he hears us.” (1 John 5:14)  

Still, there is a basis and a principle of prayer, which William Barclay summarized this 
way (Daily Study Bible):   

     (i) The basis of prayer is the simple fact that God listens to our prayers. … With God 
we have freedom of speech. He is always listening, more ready to hear than we are to 
pray. We never need to force our way into his presence or compel him to pay attention. 
He is waiting for us to come.  

     (ii) The principle of prayer is that to be answered it must be in accordance with the 
will of God. John names three conditions of prayer: (a) Obedience (1Jn_3:22). (b) 
Remaining in Christ (Joh_15:7). (c) Praying in his name (Joh_14:14). The ultimate test of 
any request is, can we say to Jesus, "Give me this for your sake and in your name"? 

Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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Is God Listening? 
If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  

1 John 5:14 
 

READ 1  John 5:13–15  

When I served on my church’s congregational care team, one of my duties was to pray 
over the requests penciled on pew cards during the services. For an aunt’s health. For 
a couple’s finances. For a grandson’s discovery of God. Rarely did I hear the results 
of these prayers. Most were anonymous, and I had no way of knowing how God had 
responded. I confess that at times I wondered, Was He really listening? Was anything 
happening as a result of my prayers? 

Over our lifetimes, most of us question, “Does God hear me?” I remember my own 
Hannah-like pleas for a child that went unanswered for years. And there were my pleas 
that my father find faith, yet he died without any apparent confession. 

Etched across the millennia are myriad instances of God’s ear bending to listen: to 
Israel’s groans under slavery (Exodus 2:24); to Moses on Mount Sinai (Deuteronomy 
9:19); to Joshua at Gilgal (Joshua 10:14); to Hannah’s prayers for a child (1 Samuel 
1:10–17); to David crying out for deliverance from Saul (2 Samuel 22:7). 

First John 5:14 crescendos, “If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” The 
word for “hears” means to pay attention and to respond on the basis of having heard. 

As we go to God today, may we have the confidence of His listening ear spanning the 
history of His people. He hears our pleas. – By Elisa Morgan 

 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, I come asking and trusting You to hear me because You say that You do. 
Amen.  
 

Pause to consider what you’ve most recently asked of God. What motivated you to 
ask? How can you know that God hears you? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
In 1 John 5:14–15, we find a conditional promise for answered prayer: God hears our 
prayers and gives us what we ask for when “we ask anything according to his will.” To 
pray according to God’s will is to “ask for anything that pleases him” (NLT) or “in accord 
with his own plan” (J. B. Phillips). The psalmist, painfully aware that God’s promise of 
answered prayer is conditioned upon a right relationship with Him, cautioned, “If I had 
cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened” (Psalm 66:18). The apostle 
James warns that God won’t give us what we pray for when we “ask with wrong 
motives, that [we] may spend what [we] get on [our] pleasures” (James 4:3). A right 
relationship with Jesus is required: “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” (John 15:7). – By K. T. Sim 

Used with permission 
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