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DAILY ENCOURAGEMENT 

DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

By Rev. Maria Szabone Berces 
 

                    Source: Our Daily Bread 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one (long) sentence  

“The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this 
was a righteous man.”  

(Luke 23:47) 

Did You Know? 

• We learned before that many scholars agree that the author of Luke and Acts 

was Paul’s “dear friend Luke, the doctor” (Col 4:14)  

• This Gospel is dated between the 60s and 80s AD. It is specifically directed to 

Theophilus (1:3) whose name means “one who loves God”, and almost certainty refers 

to a particular person rather than to lovers of God in general. The use of “most 

excellent” expression with his name suggests that Theophilus was a Roman official or 

at least of high position and wealth. He was possibly Luke’s patron, responsible for 

seeing that the writings were copied and distributed.  

• Theophilus, however was more than a patron. The message of this Gospel was 

intended for his own instruction (1:4), as well as for the instruction of those among whom 

the book would be circulated. The fact that the Gospel was initially directed to 

Theophilus does not narrow or limit its purpose. It was written to strengthen the faith of 

all believers and to answer the attacks of unbelievers. Luke wanted to show that the 

place of the Gentile Christian in God’s kingdom is based on the teaching of Jesus. He 

wanted to commend the preaching of the gospel to the whole world. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Luke) 

Personal Insight 

We had held Remembrance Sunday worship service at our church on November 7th. 
Still, the official celebrations of the fallen heroes coast to coast to coast are going to 
take place tomorrow. On November 11th we will pause to tribute the sacrifices of our 
Canadian Armed Forces and RCMP members, who have offered themselves in service 
to our country.  

But Remembrance Day has a completely different weight for those of us, who honour 
their loved ones or their children on this day. Their pain is unimaginable. Their portion 
in the cost of freedom and peace is unmeasurable. Only those parents can have a 
hunch of their sorrow, who had lost their children for any other reasons than war. 

Even in this grief, we all are assured that “we are not alone”. And it is not just a mere 
theory. The Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and earth knows what it is like to 
mourn his “one and only Son”. (John 3:16) “… the sun stopped shining. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two.” (Luke 23:45) Based on Jesus’ sacrifice we may 
have peace and hope as we remember our beloved ones. As Jesus promised: 
“Because I live, you also will live.” (John 14:19) 

Grace and Peace to You All,    

Rev. Maria 
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A Glossary for Grief 
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 

spirit.”  

Luke 23:46 
 

READ L uke  23 :44–46  

When Hugh and DeeDee released their only child to heaven, they struggled with what 
to call themselves in the aftermath. There’s no specific word in the English language 
to describe a parent who has lost a child. A wife without her husband is a widow. A 
husband without his wife is a widower. A child bereft of parents is an orphan. A parent 
whose child has died is an undefined hollow of hurt. 

Miscarriage. Sudden infant death. Suicide. Illness. Accident. Death steals a child from 
this world and then robs the surviving parents of an expressed identity. 

Yet God Himself understands such devastating grief as His only Son, Jesus, called to 
Him while dying on the cross, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46). 
God was Father before Jesus’ earthly birth and remained Father when Jesus released 
His final breath. God continued as Father when the still body of His Son was laid in a 
tomb. God lives on today as Father of a risen Son who brings every parent the hope 
that a child can live again. 

What do you call a heavenly Father who sacrifices His Son for the universe? For you 
and for me? Father. Still, Father. When there are no words in the glossary of grief to 
describe the pain of loss, God is our Father and calls us His children (1 John 3:1). – 
By Elisa Morgan 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Dear heavenly Father, thank You for being my Father and claiming me as Your 
child. Amen.  
 

How does it shape your heart to realize that God remains your Father and calls you 
His child—always? How might this thought comfort you? Read Life After Loss. 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Jesus uttered seven sayings from the cross, which were directed both horizontally and 
vertically. The horizontal statements were addressed to the people at the cross, 
including His words of comfort to His mother (John 19:26–27) and His words of 
assurance to the dying thief (Luke 23:43). At least four of the sayings were vertical in 
nature, serving as prayers. Jesus prayed for mercy for His killers (v. 34), expressed 
His sense of personal abandonment by the Father (Matthew 27:46), declared that He’d 
completed the sin-bearing task (John 19:30), and dismissed His spirit back to the 
Father (Luke 23:46). The seventh statement, “I am thirsty” (John 19:28), has been 
interpreted both horizontally and vertically. While some view the words as a request to 
people for a drink (horizontal), others view it vertically as Jesus requesting from the 
Father the cup He’d sought to escape in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:39). 
- By Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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