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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the 
Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?”  

(Deuteronomy 4:7) 

Did You Know? 

• We learned previously that Deuteronomy is dated just before the Israelites 

entered Canaan, probably about 1406 BC. The Hebrew name of the book of 

Deuteronomy is ‘elleh haddebarim’ (“These are the words”) or more simply ‘debarim’ 

(“words”). The word “Deuteronomy” (meaning “repetition of the law”) arose from a 

mistranslation in the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek translation of the OT) and the Latin 

Vulgate. 

• The book itself ascribes most of its content to Moses. At the same time, it seems 

clear that the narrative framework within which the Mosaic material is placed comes 

from another – and unknown – hand. 

• Deuteronomy locates Moses and the Israelites in the territory of Moab in the 

area where the Jordan River flows into the Dead Sea (1:5). As his final act at this 

important time of transferring leadership to Joshua, Moses delivered his farewell 

addresses to prepare the people for their entrance into Canaan. In them, Moses 

emphasized the laws that were especially needed at such a time, and he presented in 

a way appropriate to the situation. In contrast to the matter-of-fact narratives of 

Leviticus and Numbers, here the words of Moses come to us from his heart as this 

servant of the Lord presses God’s claims on his people Israel. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Deuteronomy) 

Personal Insight 

Yesterday we could read that God talked to Job from a storm. Today’s message from 
Deuteronomy corresponds with Job’s experience. Here, the people of Israel heard 
God’s sound out of the fire of a volcanic mountain. Still, these potent manifestations of 
nature are not the ones we should fear or divinize.  

The powers of nature can be terrifying, but in my understanding, they are simply the 
handiwork of a much greater Power: The Creator God. The good news for me is that 
when we accept the covenant that the Holy One offers to us, we may experience that 
this All-powerful Being is “near us whenever we pray to him”. (Deuteronomy 4:7) 

In our Baptism and confirmation, we agreed to belong to Christ, the Son of God, who 
was sent to extend Yahweh’s covenant to “all nations” (Matthew 28:19). We are all 
invited to grow in our relationship and understanding of this powerful and loving God. 

Grace and Peace to You All,    

Rev. Maria 
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Powerful and Loving 
You came near and stood at the foot of the mountain while it blazed with fire to 

the very heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness.  

Deuteronomy 4:11 
 

READ Deut eron omy  4:5–8,  11–14  

In 2020, the Ecuadorian volcano Sangay erupted. The BBC described the “dark ash 
plume which reached a height of more than 12,000 m.” The discharge covered four 
provinces (about 198,000 acres) in gray ash and grimy soot. The sky turned dingy and 
grim, and the air was thick—making it difficult to breathe. Farmer Feliciano Inga 
described the unnerving scene to El Comercio newspaper: “We didn’t know where all 
this dust was coming from. . . . We saw the sky go dark and grew afraid.” 

The Israelites experienced a similar fear at the base of Mount Sinai, as they “stood at 
the foot of the mountain while it blazed with fire . . . with black clouds and deep 
darkness” (Deuteronomy 4:11). God’s voice thundered, and the people trembled. It 
was terrifying. It’s an awesome, knee-buckling experience to encounter the living God. 

“Then the Lord spoke,” and they “heard the sound of words but saw no form” (v. 12). 
The voice that rattled their bones provided life and hope. God gave Israel the Ten 
Commandments and renewed His covenant with them. The voice from the dark cloud 
caused them to quake, but also wooed and loved them with tenacity (Exodus 34:6–7). 

God is powerful, beyond our reach, even startling. And yet He’s also full of love, always 
reaching out to us. A God both powerful and loving—this is who we desperately need. 
– By Winn Collier 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
God, at times I’ve approached You too casually, assumed too much. Thank You 
for Your patience with me. And thank You for Your love. Amen.  
 

When has an encounter with God made you tremble? How did He also communicate 
love? 

 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The book of Deuteronomy concludes the five books of Moses (also known as Torah or 
the Pentateuch). The word Deuteronomy means “second law,” which describes the 
contents of the book—a second telling of the law Israel had received at Mount Sinai 
(see Exodus 20). This was important because forty years had passed since those days 
at the base of Sinai. The generation who’d received the law and accepted it had died 
during their years of wandering in the wilderness. Now a new generation of Israelites 
stood at the threshold of the land God had promised them. Therefore, it was imperative 
that the law be reaffirmed as preparation for their entry into the land. – By Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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