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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”  
(Luke 5:10) 

Did You Know? 

• We can summarize the following basic information regarding the Gospel of 

Luke:  

o The author is Luke, a Gentile physician and missionary companion of Paul. 

o The book was written between the 60s and 80s AD. 

o It was addressed to Theophilus, but intended for all believers. 

o In this Gospel Luke presents Jesus as the Messiah and Lord, whose life, 

death and resurrection make salvation available to all people everywhere. 

• Luke had outstanding command of the Greek language. His vocabulary is 

extensive and rich, and his style at times approaches that of classical Greek, while at 

other times it is quite Semitic. 

• The third Gospel presents the works and teachings of Jesus that are especially 

important for understanding the way of salvation. Its scope is complete from the birth 

of Christ to his ascension, its arrangement is orderly and it appeals to both Jews and 

Gentiles. The writing is characterized by literary excellence, historical detail and warm, 

sensitive understanding of Jesus and those around him. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Luke) 

Personal Insight 

I am aware that some of you know much more about fishing than I do, and regularly 
enjoy this outdoor activity. Even if you are not a ‘professional’ fisherman, you might 
own the know-how of the places, timeframes and tricks of successfully catching fish.  

Of course, in Peter’s case fishing wasn’t a hobby. It was his livelihood and identity. 
However, when Jesus climbed into his boat and asked him to convert it into a teaching 
site, Peter’s purpose and very self has been transferred as well. He became on of 
Christ’s closest disciples, the leader of Jesus’ inner group. As the meditation below 
points out, Peter recognised the holy in Jesus. And even though Peter failed to be 
faithful to his Lord, and betrayed him before the crucifixion, the Apostle received a 
second chance.  

These two things were particularly inspiring to me: 1.) We, too, may grasp the gifts of 
God’s grace in Jesus’ holiness as we do what He says to us. We may also experience 
how the Holy One provides us purpose, and provision in our needs. 2.) When we 
commit ourselves to following Jesus, we also may find that our failings are judged 
graciously, and in love, God offers us second chances.  

Grace and Peace to You All,    

Rev. Maria 
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Our True Identity 
Jesus said . . ., “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.”  

Luke 5:10 
 

READ L uke  5:1–11  

First, the man selected a tackle box. Standing in his town’s small bait shop, he then 
filled a shopping cart with hooks, lures, bobbers, line, and weights. Finally, he added 
live bait and selected a new rod and reel. “Ever fished before?” the shop owner asked. 
The man said no. “Better add this,” said the owner. It was a first-aid kit. The man agreed 
and paid, then headed off to a day of not catching a thing—except snags on his fingers 
from his hooks and gear. 

That wasn’t Simon Peter’s problem. An experienced fisherman, he was surprised one 
dawn when Jesus told him to push his boat into deep water and “let down the nets for 
a catch” (Luke 5:4). Despite a long night of catching nothing, Simon and his crew let 
down their nets and “caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.” 
In fact, his two boats started to sink from the haul (v. 6). 

Seeing this, Simon Peter “fell at Jesus’ knees,” urging Him to “go away from me, Lord; 
I am a sinful man!” (v. 8). Jesus, however, knew Simon’s true identity. He told His 
disciple, “From now on you will fish for people.” Hearing that, Simon “left everything 
and followed” Christ (vv. 10–11). When we follow Him, He helps us learn who we are 
and what we’re called to do as His own. – By Patricia Raybon 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, when I struggle to know my true identity, remind me to follow You to 
discover in You my true self. Amen.  
 

Outside of Jesus, what’s your identity or role in life? When you follow Him, how does 
your identity change? 

 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Luke 5:1–11 contains the first of two similar fishing stories that frame Jesus’ earthly 
interaction with Simon Peter. In this account, Peter immediately recognized he’d 
encountered someone holy (v. 8). It’s also the moment Jesus called Peter as a disciple 
(v. 10). Three years later, Peter betrayed Christ (22:54–62). Believing everything was 
over, he returned to his old life as a fisherman. Then a second miraculous catch of fish 
took place. Again, Peter realized it was Jesus (John 21:1–7). The first miracle was 
God’s call on Peter’s life; the second brought restoration and a reaffirmation of that call 
(vv. 15–19). – By Tim Gustafson 

Used with permission 
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