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DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  
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                    Source: Our Daily Bread 

 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ…”  
(Ephesians 2:4-5) 

Did You Know? 

• The author of Ephesians identifies himself as Paul. This letter lacks the usual 

personal greetings in the character of Paul. However, this was probably a circular letter, 

intended for other churches in addition to the one in Ephesus. 

• Paul may have written it about the same time as Colossians, c. AD 60, while he 

was in prison in Rome. 

• Ephesus was the most important city in western Asia Minor (now Turkey). It had 

a harbor, and was also at an intersection of major trade routes. These made Ephesus 

to become a commercial center. It gave home to a pagan temple dedicated to the 

Roman goddess Diana (Greek Artemis).  

• Paul made Ephesus his base of operations for over two years, during which he 

and his associates evangelized western Asia Minor. 

• Unlike several of the other letters Paul wrote, Ephesians does not address any 

particular error or heresy. Paul wrote to expand the horizons of his readers, so that 

they might understand better the dimensions of God’s eternal purpose and grace and 

come to appreciate the high goals God has for the church. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Ephesians) 

Personal Insight 

I have to admit that I am not among those who are excited about ‘antique’ or cracked 
items as a piece of art. I know about the Japanese technique called “kintsugi”, which 
repairs pottery with gold, and values the memories each peace holds. I appreciate its 
concept. Still, I am not sure if I wanted to make efforts to transform broken China into 
kintsugi items.  

The Our Daily Bread meditation below made me think about the parallel that the writer 
drew between a chosen ceramic artwork and our brokenness. It’s true: the pandemic 
probably accelerated our wearing out and caused unforeseen cracks in our mental and 
physical health. And the good news of today’s encouragement is that God is a ‘kintsugi 
fan’, figuratively speaking.  

The Holy One does not give upon us, even when we have sharp, ragged, cracked or 
wrinkled edges. In Jesus God has come to us and offers us restoration, healing and 
wholeness, in this life and in eternity. As Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)  

Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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God Heals Our Brokenness 
By grace you have been saved, through faith.  

Ephesians 2:8 
 

READ Eph es ians  2 :1–10  

Collin and his wife, Jordan, wandered through the craft store, looking for a picture to 
hang in their home. Collin thought he’d found just the right piece and called Jordan 
over to see it. On the right side of the ceramic artwork was the word grace. But the left 
side held two long cracks. “Well, it’s broken!” Jordan said as she started looking for an 
unbroken one on the shelf. But then Collin said, “No. That’s the point. We’re broken 
and then grace comes in—period.” They decided to purchase the one with the cracks. 
When they got to the checkout, the clerk exclaimed, “Oh, no, it’s broken!” “Yes, so are 
we,” Jordan whispered. 

What does it mean to be a “broken” person? Someone defined it this way: A growing 
awareness that no matter how hard we try, our ability to make life work gets worse 
instead of better. It’s a recognition of our need for God and His intervention in our lives. 

The apostle Paul talked about our brokenness in terms of being “dead in [our] 
transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). The answer to our need to be forgiven and 
changed comes in verses 4 and 5: “Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive . . . . [It] is by grace [we] have been saved.” 

God is willing to heal our brokenness with His grace when we admit, “I’m broken.” – By 
Anne Cetas 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
God, thank You for being rich in mercy toward me! May I boast in You and Your 
gift of salvation through grace by faith. Amen.  
 

What brought you to your need to ask God to heal your brokenness? How do you need 
Him today? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians offers an inexpressibly wonderful end-time vision that’s 
easy to miss, even though he repeatedly mentions it. While emphasizing the good 
things God has already done (2:1–6), he alludes to a far greater expression of grace 
that’s to be revealed “in the coming ages” (v. 7). This all-encompassing goal of history 
is “to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things 
in heaven and on earth under Christ” (1:10; see 20–22). It’s a reassuring and wonderful 
hope that Paul also refers to in other letters (Philippians 2:10–11; Colossians 1:20) and 
that the apostle John foresees in his revelation (Revelation 5:13–14). – By Mart 
DeHaan 

Used with permission 
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