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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“… let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that 

faith brings…” (Hebrews 10:22) 

Did You Know? 

Let us summarize what we have learned about the letter to the Hebrews so far:  

o The Letter to the Hebrews was commonly called “The Epistle of Paul to the 

Hebrews” from about AD 400 to 1600. Since the Reformation it has been widely 

recognized that Paul could not have been the writer. 

o The scholars think that the author might be Barnabas or Apollos; both were 

associated with Paul. Theologians date the letter about AD 67-70, before the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. Their reason is that if it had been written after 

this date, the author almost certainly would have mentioned this significant event. 

o The recipients of this letter were primarily Jewish converts who were familiar 

with the Old Testament and who were being tempted to revert to Judaism or to Judaize 

the gospel. 

• The theme of Hebrews is the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus 

Christ as revealer and mediator of God’s grace. The prologue (1:1-4) presents Christ 

as God’s full and final revelation, far surpassing the revelation given in the Old 

Testament (OT). The prophecies and promises of the OT are fulfilled in the “new 

covenant”, of which Christ is the mediator.  
(The NIV Study Bible; Hebrews) 

Personal Insight 

As we are drawing closer to the weekend when we gather for ‘hybrid’ worship service 
on Sunday, I found the devotion below timely. Now, we actually have two opportunities 
to assemble with our church family members: we can go to the sanctuary in Carstairs, 
or we can join the live worship service by connecting on Zoom. 

I am aware that for some of us none of these options are doable or comfortable. Still, 
I believe that the statement of today’s meditation - “We need our church community” - 
is valid for us all. In a healthy church family, we are accepted as we are. We can feel 
being supported and nurtured. At the same time, we also have the chance - and the 
call - to hearten one another. We may find out how true the words of Proverbs are: “… 
whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:25)  

So, how can we support and encourage one another when there are distractions in the 
communication process? When you are able, please join us in one of those meeting 
opportunities. If it doesn’t work for you, pick up the phone or write an e-mail. I can 
assure you: both your minister and your friends will be delighted to hear from you!  

Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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We Need Our Church Community 
[Let us] not [give] up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

[encourage] one another.  

Hebrews 10:25 
 

READ Hebr ews 1 0:19–25  

I grew up the firstborn son of a Southern Baptist preacher. Every Sunday the 
expectation was clear: I was to be in church. Possible exceptions? Maybe if I had a 
significant fever. But the truth is, I absolutely loved going, and I even went a few times 
feverish. But the world has changed, and the numbers for regular church attendance 
are not what they used to be. Of course, the quick question is why? The answers are 
many and varied. Author Kathleen Norris counters those answers with a response she 
received from a pastor to the question, “Why do we go to church?” He said, “We go to 
church for other people. Because someone may need you there.” 

Now by no means is that the only reason we go to church, but his response does 
resonate with the heartbeat of the writer to the Hebrews. He urged the believers to 
persevere in the faith, and to achieve that goal he stressed “not giving up meeting 
together” (Hebrews 10:25). Why? Because something vital would be missed in our 
absence: “encouraging one another” (v. 25). We need that mutual encouragement to 
“spur one another on toward love and good deeds” (v. 24). 

Brothers and sisters, keep meeting together, because someone may need you there. 
And the corresponding truth is that you may need them as well. – By John Blase 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Heavenly Father, as I meet with others to worship and praise Your name, help 
me to also encourage others in Your name. Forgive me when I overlook the latter 
because I’m too preoccupied with myself. Amen.  
 

What are the top four reasons you either go to church or don’t go? How does knowing 
“someone may need you there” make you feel about meeting together? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The letter to the Hebrews was written to Jewish believers in Jesus who, due to 
persecution and hardship, were in danger of drifting from the faith. Therefore, it makes 
sense that the author would remind them of the confidence they could have in Christ, 
for it provides an antidote for their doubts. The New Bible Commentary says, “The word 
translated confidence is found in four important contexts in Hebrews (3:6; 4:16; 10:19; 
10:35). Fundamentally, it’s a confidence of free and open access to God . . . based on 
the unique sacrifice of Jesus (by the blood of Jesus).” As a result, the believers were 
encouraged to embrace the confidence that they were truly part of God’s “house” (3:6), 
to enter God’s presence confidently in prayer (4:15–16), to enter God’s presence in 
worship (10:19), and to maintain that confidence in living out their lives (10:35). - By 
Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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