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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“… This is what the Lord, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your 

prayer and seen your tears;” (2 Kings 20:2) 

Did You Know? 

• 1 and 2 Kings (like 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Chronicles) are actually one literary 

work, called in Hebrew tradition simply “Kings”. The division of this work into two books 

was introduced by the translators of the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek translation of 

the Old Testament) and was subsequently followed in the Latin Vulgate (c. AD 400) and 

most modern versions. 

• There is little conclusive evidence as to the identity of the author of 1,2 Kings. 

Although Jewish tradition credits Jeremiah, few today accept this as likely. Whoever 

the author was, it is clear that he was familiar with the book of Deuteronomy - as were 

many of Israel’s prophets. It is also clear that he used a variety of sources in compiling 

his history of the monarchy. 

• Scholars date these books about 550 BC, during the Babylonian exile. 

• 1 and 2 Kings contains no explicit statement of purpose or theme. In general, 

however, 1,2 Kings describes the history of the kings of Israel and Judah in the light of 

God’s covenants. The guiding thesis of the book is that the welfare of Israel and her 

kings depended on their submission to and reliance on Israel’s covenant God - their 

obedience to the Sinaitic covenant regulations and their faithful response to God’s 

prophets. 
(The NIV Study Bible; 2 Kings) 

Personal Insight 

During the summer I enrolled in two courses, which were focused on intergenerational 
studies. The main takeaway from these studies was something that we kind of know 
even without taking a course: we need each other! Despite of the differences in life 
experience and in the circumstances that have shaped us in our youth, the divergent 
generations do way much better if they are open to listen to one another. 

The pandemic times brought to surface another truth: “We’re in this together.” I heard 
it on TV, I read it on road signs. Whether we have the exact same problems, or we 
face diverse challenges, when we are ready to support each other with our varied 
knowledge and experience, it brings fulfillment, purpose and joy. 

It works forwards and backwards: the grandparents positive influence on their 
grandchildren can be life-changing, and the grandkids’ support can make their 
grandparents life blissful. I heard of both. May God grant us the love and ability “to 
cross the lines dividing us”. 

Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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Generation Now 
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord.  

2 Kings 20:2 
 

READ 2  Kin gs  20 :1–19  

“Never trust anyone over thirty,” said young environmentalist Jack Weinberg in 1964. 
His comment stereotyped an entire generation—something Weinberg later regretted. 
Looking back, he said, “Something I said off the top of my head . . . became completely 
distorted and misunderstood.” 

Have you heard disparaging comments aimed at millennials? Or vice versa? Ill 
thoughts directed from one generation toward another can cut both ways. Surely 
there’s a better way. 

Although he was an excellent king, Hezekiah showed a lack of concern for another 
generation. When, as a young man, Hezekiah was struck with a terminal illness (2 
Kings 20:1), he cried out to God for his life (vv. 2–3). God gave him fifteen more years 
(v. 6). 

But when Hezekiah received the terrible news that his children would one day be taken 
captive, the royal tears were conspicuously absent (vv. 16–18). He thought, “Will there 
not be peace and security in my lifetime?” (v. 19). It may have been that Hezekiah 
didn’t apply the passion he had for his own well-being to the next generation. 

God calls us to a love that dares to cross the lines dividing us. The older generation 
needs the fresh idealism and creativity of the younger, who in turn can benefit from the 
wisdom and experience of their predecessors. This is no time for snarky memes and 
slogans but for thoughtful exchange of ideas. We’re in this together. – By Tim 
Gustafson 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Forgive me, Father, for not appreciating others in a stage of life different from 
mine. Amen.  
 

In what ways do you think you may have ignored or disrespected others from a different 
age group? How might you use the gifts God has given you to serve them? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
King Hezekiah ruled the Southern Kingdom of Judah from about 727–698 bc. One of 
the few “good” kings of the south, Hezekiah drove idolatry from the land and destroyed 
the “high places” where false idols were being worshiped. Second Kings 18:3–6 bears 
witness to Hezekiah’s spiritual character, asserting that “he did what was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, just as his father David had done” (v. 3) and that “he “trusted in the 
Lord, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either 
before him or after him” (v. 5). - By Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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