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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 

been made known.” (1 John 3:2) 

Did You Know? 

Let’s recall what we have learned about the first letter of John so far: 

• The author of this letter is John, son of Zebedee - the apostle and the author of 

the Gospel of John and Revelation.  

• Unlike most New Testament letters, 1 John does not tell us who its author is. 

The church fathers however all designated the writer as the apostle John. As far as we 

know, no one else was suggested by the early church. 

• The letter is difficult to date with precision, but based on different factors it is 

reasonable to date the letter somewhere between AD 85 and 95. 

• Verses such as 1 John 2:12 make it clear that this letter was addressed to 

believers. The fact that it mentions no one by name suggest that it was a circular letter 

sent to Christians in a number of places. The earliest confirmed use of 1 John was in 

the Roman province of Asia (in modern Turkey), where Ephesus was located. Clement 

of Alexandria indicates that John ministered in the various churches scattered through 

that province. 
(The NIV Study Bible; 1 John) 

Personal Insight 

In my experience, the meditation below reminds us about a great encouragement, 
which is not always so obvious for us. There can be times when we might sense its 
truth with joy, but at other times, when we see our iniquities, we can question whether 
we have the right to be called the “children of God” or not. 
Nevertheless, God doesn’t love us because we are perfect or even faultless. I quoted 
Paul before in this matter: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)  
On the other hand, we are also are advised by Peter: “But just as he who called you 
is holy, so be holy in all you do;” (1 Peter 1:15) 
As I can understand, God loves us despite of our imperfections. However, when we 
recognise and accept this love, we start a transformation process. We are called to 
bear the fruit of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23).  
We might agree with Paul: “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me.” (Philippians 3:12) Nevertheless, by remembering God’s love in 
Christ, we can also “press on” and can be assured that we are beloved, both in good 
days and bad days.  
Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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True Identity 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 

children of God!  

1 John 3:1 
 

READ 1  John 2:28–3:10  

As my friend reviewed the pictures I took of her, she pointed out the physical 
characteristics she saw as imperfections. I asked her to look closer. “I see a beautiful 
and beloved daughter of the Almighty King of Kings,” I said. “I see a compassionate 
lover of God and others, whose genuine kindness, generosity, and faithfulness have 
made a difference in so many lives.” When I noticed the tears brimming her eyes, I 
said, “I think you need a tiara!” Later that afternoon, we picked out the perfect crown 
for my friend so she would never forget her true identity. 

When we come to know Jesus personally, He crowns us with love and calls us His 
children (1 John 3:1). He gives us the power to persevere in faith so that “we may be 
confident and unashamed before him at his coming” (2:28). Though He accepts us as 
we are, His love purifies us and transforms us into His likeness (3:2–3). He helps us 
recognize our need for Him and repent as we rejoice in the power to turn away from 
sin (vv. 7–9). We can live in faithful obedience and love (v. 10), with His truth hidden 
in our hearts and His Spirit present in our lives. 

My friend didn’t really need a tiara or any other trinket that day. But we both needed 
the reminder of our worth as God’s beloved children. – By Xochitl Dixon 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Loving God, thank You for reminding me that who I am is based on whose I am—
Yours, simply Yours. Amen.  
 

What personal faults and past failings have you allowed to determine your identity? 
How can knowing you’re loved, chosen, and crowned as God’s child help you live in 
righteousness and love? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
First John 2:28–3:10 contains two intertwined themes: being children of God and acting 
like His children. In 2:29, John writes that “everyone who does what is right has been 
born of [God].” In 3:10, the idea is framed in the negative: anyone “[not doing] what is 
right is not God’s child.” In between these two verses, John builds on the idea of our 
actions corresponding to our identity in Christ. Jesus proclaimed the same truth when 
He said that a tree is known by its fruit (Luke 6:43–45). - By J.R. Hudberg 
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