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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds…”  

(Psalm 78:7) 

Did You Know? 

• Based on the scholars’ division of the Book of Psalms - Book I: Ps 1-41; Book 

II: Ps. 42-72; Book III: Ps. 73-89; Book IV-V: Ps. 90-150 - today’s reading is part 

of Book III.   

• The psalm is ascribed to Asaph, leader of one of David’s three Levitical choirs. 

The other two leaders were Heman and Jeduthun/Ethan; these three 

represented the families and descendants of the three sons of Levi. 

• Psalm 78 formulates that our children must hear what our fathers have told us, 

so that they may be faithful to the Lord. The Lord’s saving acts and his covenant 

statues must be taught, and in relationship, for together they remain the focal 

point for faith and obedience down through the generations. 

• The word “parable” is a term for instruction in a wide variety of forms. 

• “… stubborn and rebellious” is a reference here to a people with certain shared 

characteristics, which includes the betrayal of God’s covenant. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Psalms) 

 

Personal Insight 

The meditation below touches a sore spot of Christianity. How well can we pass on our 
knowledge and faith to the next generations? It may seem that we could do a much 
better job in telling “the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his 
power, and the wonders he has done.” (Psalm 78:4) 
As our New Creed formulates it “We are not alone. We live in God’s world.” The Creator 
of heaven and earth has always been, and will be forever, way after that you and me 
pass away. And this Everlasting God is ready to be there for us, for each generation 
of the human history. Have we experienced this providence during our life span? If it’s 
so, have we talked about it to our children and their children that they may also rely on 
God’s love during their own struggles? 
What God promised through the prophets and the Scriptures will stand the storms of 
millennia. As Jesus said: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away.” (Matthew 24:35) He also raised this question: “However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8) 
Our ancestors, we, our children and their children have the opportunity to rely on the 
encouraging fact: “We are not alone. God is with us.” Let’s accept it with trust and joy. 
Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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Illustrating Scripture 
We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, 

and the wonders he has done.  

Psalm 78:4 
 

READ Psalm 78:1–8  

Decorative blue and white ceramic tiles commonly found in Dutch households were 
originally made in the city of Delft. They often depict familiar scenes of the Netherlands: 
beautiful landscapes, ubiquitous windmills, and people working and playing. 

In the nineteenth century, Charles Dickens wrote in his book A Christmas Carol how 
these tiles were used to illustrate the Scriptures. He described an old fireplace built by 
a Dutchman paved with these quaint Delft tiles: “There were Cains and Abels, 
Pharaohs’ daughters, Queens of Sheba, . . . [and] Apostles putting off to sea.” Many 
households used these tiles as a teaching tool as the family gathered around the 
warmth of a fire and shared the stories of the Bible. They learned about God’s 
character—His justice, compassion, and mercy. 

The truths of the Bible continue to be relevant today. Psalm 78 encourages us to teach 
the “hidden lessons from our past—stories we’ve heard and known, stories our 
ancestors handed down to us” (vv. 2–3 nlt). It goes on to instruct us to “tell the next 
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has 
done” and “they in turn [can] tell their children” (vv. 4, 6). 

With God’s help, we can find creative and effective ways to illustrate the truths of 
Scripture to each generation as we strive to give God the full honor and praise He 
deserves. – By Cindy Hess Kasper 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Loving God, show me ways to illustrate what I’ve learned from Scripture so 
others may know of Your wonders. Amen.  
 

What ways have you found effective in illustrating the truths of the Bible to someone 
who’s new to Scripture? Who needs to know about the “praiseworthy deeds of the 
Lord”? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The opening verses of Psalm 78 identify it as a wisdom psalm. The psalmist invites 
hearers to listen to his wise teaching, described as “hidden things” (v. 2). However, 
they’re nevertheless “heard and known” (v. 3) due to both God’s revelation and the 
people’s ancestors passing down that revelation to their children. 
The psalm as a whole urges its hearers to be faithful in passing on wisdom, recounting 
Israel’s story (vv. 5–7) as “a parable” (v. 2) applicable to all. Each generation has a 
responsibility to pass on both the story of God’s revelation and mighty acts of 
redemption as well as the ways in which their ancestors failed to trust and follow God 
faithfully (v. 8). Through the lens of Israel’s story, God’s people can grow in wisdom 
and trust and “in turn . . . tell their children” (v. 6) so that they may also “put their trust 
in God” (v. 7). - By Monica La Rose 

Used with permission 
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