
 

 

 

Carstairs-Bancroft United Church 

December 14, 2021  

DAILY ENCOURAGEMENT 

DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

By Rev. Maria Szabone Berces 
 

                         Photo: Our Daily Bread 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore, he will rise up to show 

you compassion.” (Isaiah 30:18) 

Did You Know? 

Let’s recall the basic information that we have already learned about Isaiah: 

o Isaiah, son of Amoz, is often thought of as the greatest of the writing prophets. 

His name means “The Lord is salvation”. 

o He was a contemporary of Amos, Hosea and Micah, beginning his ministry in 740 

BC, the year King Uzziah died. 

o He was married and had at least two sons. 

o Scholars date the Book of Isaiah between 740 and 680 BC. 

o Many of them challenge the claim that Isaiah wrote both halves of the book 

(chapters 1-39 and chapters 40-66) that bears his name. Yet his is the only name 

attached to it. 

o Theologians divide the book of Isaiah into two parts: 1. The Book of Judgement 

(chapters 1-39); 2. The Book of Comfort (chapters 40-66). 

Today’s text is part of The Book of Judgement based on the above division. There is 

a series of six woes, - which starts with chapter 28:1, and ends with chapter 33:1 - 

ending with an announcement of judgement on the nations and a song celebrating the 

joy of the redeemed. 
Despite of the “woe” expressed in 30:1, the Prophet also conveys God’s call for 

repentance, and the promise that God will once again bless his people. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Isaiah) 

Personal Insight 

The meditation below touches an issue, which I believe not many of us are fond of: 
waiting. Still, I found its message heartening and worth to consider.  

Have you ever experienced that when you tried to speed up getting out form a difficult 
situation, you actually made things worse? When we don’t dare or aren’t willing to wait 
for the Lord in those tough circumstances, in many cases the results won’t be what we 
hope for.  

I’m not saying that we always have to sit and not to do anything. In my view, prayer 
requires a very dynamic action from us. On the other hand, the Creator gave us mind 
to use in solving problems. However, it is a question when to wait and pray, and when 
to use our God given abilities. I believe, the continuous connection, and humbly walking 
with the Lord each and every day can help us to figure this out. We can also use the 
serenity prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr: “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the 
difference.” (Wikipedia) 

Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 
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A Worthwhile Wait 
The Lord longs to be gracious to you . . .  Blessed are all who wait for him!  

Isaiah 30:18 
 

READ Is a iah  30:15–19  

Stuck in a stressful job with long hours and an unreasonable boss, James wished he 
could quit. But he had a mortgage, a wife, and a young child to take care of. He was 
tempted to resign anyway, but his wife reminded him: “Let’s hang on and see what 
God will give us.” 

Many months later, their prayers were answered. James found a new job that he 
enjoyed and gave him more time with the family. “Those months were long,” he told 
me, “but I’m glad I waited for God’s plan to unfold in His time.” 

Waiting for God’s help in the midst of trouble is hard; it can be tempting to try to find 
our own solution first. The Israelites did just that: under threat from their enemies, they 
sought help from Egypt instead of turning to God (Isaiah 30:2). But God told them that 
if they would repent and put their trust in Him, they would find strength and salvation 
(v. 15). In fact, He added, “the Lord longs to be gracious to you” (v. 18). 

Waiting for God takes faith and patience. But when we see His answer at the end of it 
all, we’ll realize it was worth it: “Blessed are all who wait for him!” (v. 18). And what’s 
even more amazing, God is waiting for us to come to Him! – By Leslie Koh 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, give me the patience to wait for Your answer. I know You’re a good and 
loving God whose timing and will are always perfect. Amen.  
 

What prayer request has you waiting on God? How can you meditate on His 
faithfulness as you seek His answer? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Isaiah 30 contains themes of both judgment and restoration for God’s people and 
judgment for the nations who oppressed them. The chapter can be broken down into 
three parts. Verses 1–18 note a warning and dangers for Judah who created an 
alliance with Egypt without consulting God (vv. 1–2). In verses 6 and 7, we see the 
envoys from Judah traveling through a dangerous land to take their “riches” and 
“treasures” to Egypt, which the Egyptians required in payment for military help. 
However, Isaiah warned that Egypt wouldn’t help as they claimed they would. The 
middle portion of the chapter, verses 19–26, provides a glimmer of hope, saying that 
the people of Zion in Jerusalem (v. 19) would one day be healed and blessed; their 
land, in particular, would be fruitful (vv. 23–25). However, the chapter ends on a solemn 
note, proclaiming judgment on Assyria (v. 31). - By Julie Schwab 

Used with permission 
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