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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep 

waters.” (2 Samuel 22:17) 

Did You Know? 

As reading from this book has been quite a while ago, let’s recall what we may know 

about 2 Samuel: 

• 1 and 2 Samuel are named after the person God used to establish monarchy in 

Israel. Samuel not only anointed both Saul and David, Israel’s first two kings, but he 

also gave definition to the new order of God’s rule over Israel. Samuel’s role as God’s 

representative in this period of Israel’s history is close to that of Moses since he, more 

than any other person, provided for covenant continuity in the transition from the rule 

of the judges to that of the monarchy. 

• 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book. It was divided into two parts by the 

translators of the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek translation of the Old Testament). 

This division was subsequently followed in the Latin Vulgate, c. AD 400, and by modern 

versions. 

• Who the author was cannot be known, since the book itself gives no indication 

of his identity. Whoever he was, he doubtless had access to records of the life and 

times of Samuel, Saul and David. Scholars date these books sometime after Israel was 

divided into the northern and southern kingdoms in about 930 BC. 

• 1 Samuel relates God’s establishment of a political system in Israel headed by 

a human king. 2 Samuel depicts David as true (though imperfect) representative of the 

ideal theocratic king.  
(The NIV Study Bible; 1-2 Samuel) 

Personal Insight 

As we are getting closer and closer to Christmas, I believe our attitude towards this 
great Christian festival can change significantly when we find our own answer to the 
question of one of our beautiful Christmas carols: “What Child is This?” (VU #74) 

Why should we celebrate the birth of a baby we don’t have any relationship with and 
rejoice over some event that has no meaning for us, and has no any influence on our 
day-to-day lives? 

However, it can change everything when we can see and experience the Christ Child 
as the writer of the meditation below: “… in Jesus, God came to rescue all of us. Jesus 
rescues us from sin, evil, and death. He’s greater than every powerful enemy.” 

We might or mightn’t feel that we are in grave danger or surrounded by powerful 
enemies. But Jesus was born to be our “Immanuel” - “God-with-us” in all circumstances 
and in every life situation. When we recognise and accept this gift, we can also sing 
joyfully: “The King of Kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.” (VU #74) 

Grace and Peace to You All,   

Rev. Maria 



Carstairs Bancroft United Church  Daily Encouragement 
December 15, 2021  Minister: Rev. Maria Szabone Berces 

2 
 

 
 
 

 

Rescued from Powerful Enemies 
[God] rescued me from my powerful enemy. 2 Samuel 22:18  

2 Samuel 22:18 
 

READ 2  Samuel  22 :17–2 0  

In 2010, at the age of ninety-four, George Vujnovich was awarded the bronze star for 
organizing what the New York Times called “one of the greatest rescue efforts of World 
War II.” Vujnovich, son of Serbian immigrants to the US, had joined the US Army. When 
word arrived that downed American airmen were being protected by rebels in 
Yugoslavia, Vujnovich returned to his family’s homeland, parachuting into the forest to 
locate the pilots. Dividing the soldiers into small groups, he taught them how to blend 
in with the Serbs (wearing Serbian clothes and eating Serbian food). Then, over 
months, he walked each small group out one at a time to C-47 transport planes waiting 
at a landing strip they’d cut out of the woods. Vujnovich rescued 512 elated, joyful men. 

David described the elation of being rescued by God from enemies who’d hemmed 
him in with no escape. God “reached down from on high and took hold of me,” David 
said, “he drew me out of deep waters” (2 Samuel 22:17). King Saul, enraged with 
jealousy, hounded David, ruthlessly seeking blood. But God had other plans. “He 
rescued me from my powerful enemy,” David recounted, “from my foes, who were too 
strong for me” (v. 18). 

God rescued David from Saul. He rescued Israel from Egypt. And in Jesus, God came 
to rescue all of us. Jesus rescues us from sin, evil, and death. He’s greater than every 
powerful enemy. – By Winn Collier 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
All-powerful God, I need to be rescued. If You don’t help me, I’m finished. I have 
no escape. So, I’m turning to You. Please help me. Amen.  
 

Where do you feel hemmed in, with no escape from lies you believe or sin that binds 
you? How do you see Jesus coming to rescue you? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Second Samuel 23:8–39 describes King David’s special forces of heroic soldiers who 
fought his battles and risked their lives for him. In addition, he had more than a million 
able-bodied men he could have drafted for battle (24:9). But as expressed by his song 
in chapter 22, it was God who deserved the credit for David’s rescues and reputation. 
Even as his nation’s most celebrated son, he was far from perfect. Although his last 
words make no mention of his mistakes (23:1–7), the biblical account does. In addition 
to his affair with Bathsheba (chs. 11–12), he insisted, in another thoughtless moment, 
on a census to assess his nation’s military strength (see 24:10). Even a man after 
God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14) could forget that his strength was always in his 
merciful God—never in the numbers. - By Mart DeHaan 

Used with permission 
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