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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members,
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence
“In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and
confidence.” (Ephesians 3:12)
Did You Know?
• Leviticus receives its name from the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek
translation of the Old Testament) and means “relating to the Levites.” Its Hebrew title is
the first word in the Hebrew text of the book and means “And he [i.e., the Lord] called”.
Although Leviticus does not deal only with the special duties of the Levites, it is so
named because it concerns mainly the service of worship at the tabernacle, which was
conducted by the priests who were the sons of Aaron, assisted by many from the rest
of the tribe of Levi.
• Exodus gave the directions for building the tabernacle, and now Leviticus gives
the laws and regulations for worship there, including instructions for worship there,
including instructions on ceremonial cleanness, moral laws, holy days, the sabbath
year and the Year of Jubilee. These laws were given, at least for the most part, during
the year that Israel camped at Mount Sinai, when God directed Moses in organizing
Israel’s worship, government and military forces.
• Scholars date the book between 1446 and 1406 BC.
• In Leviticus the Israelites receive instructions from God at the Base of Mount
Sinai concerning how to live as God’s holy people.
(The NIV Study Bible; Leviticus)

Personal Insight
The pandemic made obvious - even for those of us who didn’t care too much about
this reality - that we are social creatures. We need to connect with others, otherwise
the lack of this affiliation has a toll on our mental health.
We experienced during the past 22 months what it means to have limited physical
contacts. I am grateful for the use Zoom for our gatherings and meetings, still, it made
a huge difference when we could go back to the ‘hybrid’ - both in-person and online worship service, and I could see people in the pews. I trust that the present online only
situation won’t last forever, either.
To me it is a huge encouragement that besides my human relationships of family,
friends and church family, I can always count on the Holy One. Whether we are
surrounded by social support and love, or we feel lonely, God is there for us in all
circumstances and situations. The story of Joseph has been enlightening for me in this
regard. Even in slavery and in the circumstance of being falsely accused, we can read
the following: “But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with him;
he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison
warden.” (Genesis 39:20-21) We can’t remind ourselves enough: “We are not alone”.
Grace and Peace to You All,
Rev. Maria
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Drawn Near
Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to come whenever he chooses into the
Most Holy Place.
Leviticus 16:2.

R E A D L ev i t i c u s 1 6 : 1 – 5
In the wake of the coronavirus, retrieving something from my safety deposit box
required even more layers of protocol than before. Now I had to make an appointment,
call when I arrived to be granted entrance to the bank, show my identification and
signature, and then wait to be escorted into the vault by a designated banker. Once
inside, the heavy doors locked again until I’d found what I needed inside the metal box.
Unless I followed the instructions, I wasn’t able to enter.
In the Old Testament, God had specific protocols for entering part of the tabernacle
called the Most Holy Place (Exodus 26:33). Behind a special curtain, one that
“separate[d] the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place,” only the high priest could enter
once a year (Hebrews 9:7). Aaron, and the high priests who would come after him,
were to bring offerings, bathe, and wear sacred garments before entering (Leviticus
16:3–4). God’s instructions weren’t for health or security reasons; they were meant to
teach the Israelites about the holiness of God and our need for forgiveness.
At the moment of Jesus’ death, that special curtain was torn (Matthew 27:51),
symbolically showing that all people who believe in His sacrifice for their forgiveness
of sin can enter God’s presence. The tear in the tabernacle curtain is reason for our
unending joy—Jesus has enabled us to draw near to God always! – By Kirsten
Holmberg
REFLECT & PRAY
Thank You, Jesus, for making it possible for me to be drawn near to God always.
Amen.
In what ways are you aware of being drawn near to God? How does that truth bring
you joy?
SCRIPTURE INSIGHT
The book of Leviticus was “God’s guidebook for His newly redeemed people, showing
them how to worship, serve and obey a holy God” (Talk Thru the Bible, Wilkinson and
Boa). Indeed, the most significant word in the book of Leviticus is holy, a translation of
the Hebrew qados, which means “apartness, separateness, sacredness.” In its various
forms this word appears in Leviticus more than in any other book of the Bible. The
tangible presence of the holy God of Israel in the midst of His people required certain
protocols and codes of conduct. God’s words to Moses for the people He set apart for
Himself were: “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy
because I, the Lord your God, am holy’” (Leviticus 19:2; see also 11:44). And His word
to believers in Christ, those He indwells by His Spirit today, is nothing less (see 1 Peter
1:15). - By Arthur Jackson
Used with permission
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