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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members,
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence
“For this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and
vineyards will again be bought in this land.” (Jeremiah 32:15)
Did You Know?

• Jeremiah – also called the “weeping prophet” was a member of the priestly
household of Hilkiah. His hometown was Anathoth (1:1), so he may have been a
descendant of Abiathar (1 Kings 2:26), a priest during the days of King Solomon.
• The Lord commanded Jeremiah not to marry and raise children because the
impending divine Judgement on Judah would sweep away the next generation.
• Jeremiah’s closest companion was his faithful secretary, Baruch, who wrote
down Jeremiah’s words as the prophet dictated them. It is possible that Baruch was
also responsible for the final compilation of the book of Jeremiah, since no event
recorded in chapters 1-51 occurred after 580 BC. Chapter 52 is an appendix added by
a later hand.
• His book is dated between 626 and 586 BC. It was a period of storm and stress,
when the doom of entire nations – including Judah itself – was being sealed.
• But the very God who compelled Jeremiah to denounce sin and pronounce
judgement was the God who authorized him to announce that the divine wrath had its
bounds, its 70 years.
• Jeremiah, the prophet of the new covenant, predicts Juda’s Babylonian exile
and ultimate restoration under the Davidic Messiah.
(The NIV Study Bible; Jeremiah)

Personal Insight
Both Jeremiah’s and Odlum’s story in the meditation below reminded me of what I felt
all through the pandemic. Namely, that it is very difficult to plan for - or invest in - the
future when we don’t have the ability to see what’s coming. That we are in similar shoes
as Jeremiah was - whose homeland was devastated by Babylonian invaders - and as
Odlum - whose nation’s economic future crumbled in the dirty thirties. In these
pandemic years the whole globe groans from losses of lives, of health, of jobs, and
anxiety of an unpredictable future.
What still gives me assurance and resilience is that I remind myself - and hopefully you
as well - that God who promised to be with us is the eternal God of history. I believe
that the Holy One has the power to bring forth something new as old systems and ways
of life fall apart. People saw this over and over the centuries. We can read this in Isaiah:
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!
… I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah
43:18-19) We can always have hope and a future, when we invest in God’s promises
and remain faithful regardless of the odds and the circumstances.
Grace and Peace to You All,
Rev. Maria
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A Ludicrous Investment
I knew that this was the word of the Lord; so, I bought the field.
Jeremiah 32:8–9

R E A D J er em i a h 3 2 : 6 – 1 5
In 1929, as the US economy crashed, millions of people lost everything. But not Floyd
Odlum. As everyone else panicked and sold their stocks at cut-rate prices, Odlum
appeared to foolishly jump in and purchase stocks just as the nation’s future
disintegrated. But Odlum’s “foolish” perspective paid off, yielding robust investments
that endured for decades.
God told Jeremiah to make what seemed like an absolutely ludicrous investment: “Buy
[the] field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin” (Jeremiah 32:8). This was no time to
be buying fields, however. The entire country was on the verge of being ransacked.
“The army of the king of Babylon was . . . besieging Jerusalem” (v. 2), and whatever
field Jeremiah purchased would soon be Babylon’s. What fool makes an investment
when everything would soon be lost?
Well, the person who’s listening to God—the One who intended a future no one else
could envision. “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields
and vineyards will again be bought in this land” (v. 15). God saw more than the ruin.
God promised to bring redemption, healing, and restoration. A ludicrous investment in
a relationship or service for God isn’t foolish—it’s the wisest possible move when God
leads us to make it (and it’s essential that we prayerfully seek to know He’s behind the
instruction). A “foolish” investment in others as God leads makes all the sense in the
world. – By Winn Collier
REFLECT & PRAY
God, it’s a good thing You see the future because sometimes all I see is ruin and
disaster. Show me where to go, where to give my life. Amen.
Where do you sense God asking you to make a ludicrous investment in someone or
something? How will this step require you to trust God in ways that appear foolish?
SCRIPTURE INSIGHT
One of the main features in the book of Jeremiah is that the prophet primarily records
the message God is giving directly to His people. This was the main role of a prophet,
for prophets stood before the people to represent God and His purposes to the nation.
In Jeremiah’s writings, this is clearly evidenced in that the phrase “thus saith the Lord”
(KJV) appears no fewer than 147 times in this book! That’s 147 of the 431 times that
phrase appears in the entire Old Testament. Clearly, Jeremiah was committed to
communicating God’s message to His people. - By Bill Crowder
Used with permission
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