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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:5) 

Did You Know? 

• We learned before, that scholars date the book of Proverbs for primarily during 

Solomon’s reign 970-930 BC; however, some important parts were compiled and 

edited 715-686 BC, at the time of king Hezekiah. The authors of this collection are 

recognized as King Solomon and other wise men. 

• The Hebrew word translated “proverb” is also translated “message” (Numbers 

23:7), “taunt” (Isaiah 14:4) and “parable” (Ezekiel 17:2), so its meaning is considerable 

broader than the English term. 

• The book contains a short prologue (1:1-7) and a longer epilogue (31:10-31). The 

emphasis on the “fear of the Lord” (1:7) throughout the book ties the various segments 

together. According to the purpose and theme of the book (1:1-7), Proverbs was written 

to “give prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the young” 

(1:4), and to make the wise even wiser (1:5).  

• Acquiring wisdom and knowing how to avoid the pitfalls of folly lead to personal 

well-being, happy family relationships, fruitful labors and good standing in the 

community. Although Proverbs is a practical book dealing with the art of living, it bases 

its practical wisdom solidly on the fear of the Lord. (1:7) Throughout the book reverence 

for God and reliance on him are set forth as the path to life, prosperity and security.  
(The NIV Study Bible; Proverbs) 

Personal Insight 

As I reflect on the past two years, I am grateful that - even if in a limited way - we had 
opportunities to get to know one another through Zoom or phone conversations. From 
this I gathered that many (if not most) of you love reading and learning about new 
things.  

We don’t have to fall in the category of greenhorns to be in need of extending our 
knowledge. According to a Hungarian saying: “A good priest studies until he dies.” It 
seems that today’s reading from Proverbs supports this adage. And this book doesn’t 
offer us the wisdom of hermits. As the NIV Study Bible explains it, the guidance found 
in Proverbs is practical, and leads to personal well-being in every aspect of this earthly 
life. It is connected with, and springs from the “fear of the Lord”. 

We talked about the “fear of the Lord” before, and clarified that it is not about terror but 
reverence. Just as Micah formulates it with these well-known words: “He has shown 
you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8) 

In this ongoing relationship with the Almighty, we may grow in wisdom and vigour, 
regardless of our age. 

Grace and peace to you all,  

Rev. Maria 
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Love of Learning 
Let the wise listen and add to their learning.  

Proverbs 1:5 
 

READ Prov erbs  1 :1–7  

When asked how he became a journalist, a man shared the story of his mother’s 
dedication to his pursuit of education. While traveling on the subway each day, she 
collected newspapers left behind on seats and gave them to him. While he especially 
enjoyed reading about sports, the papers also introduced him to knowledge about the 
world, which ultimately opened his mind to a vast range of interests.  

Children are wired with natural curiosity and a love for learning, so introducing them to 
the Scriptures at an early age is of great value. They become intrigued by God’s 
extraordinary promises and exciting stories of biblical heroes. As their knowledge 
deepens, they can begin to comprehend the consequences of sin, their need of 
repentance, and the joy found in trusting God. The first chapter of Proverbs, for 
instance, is a great introduction to the benefits of wisdom (Proverbs 1:1–7). Nuggets 
of wisdom found here shine a light of understanding on real-life situations. 

Developing a love of learning—especially about spiritual truths—helps us to grow 
stronger in our faith. And those who have walked in faith for decades can continue to 
pursue knowledge of God throughout their life. Proverbs 1:5 advises, “Let the wise 
listen and add to their learning.” God will never stop teaching us if we’re willing to open 
our heart and mind to His guidance and instruction. – By Cindy Hess Kasper 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, please continue to open my mind and heart to grow in knowledge and 
wisdom as I read from the Scriptures. Amen.  
 

What fresh truth of Scripture have you added to your knowledge recently? How can 
you continually pursue a deeper understanding of God’s truth? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
A prominent characteristic of Hebrew poetry is parallelism. A second line either mirrors 
the first or contrasts it. In the case of Proverbs 1:5, the second line mirrors and 
develops the idea introduced in the first, which is called “synthetic” parallelism. 
The first line of the couplet, “Let the wise listen and add to their learning,” says wisdom 
isn’t a once-and-done endeavor. The wise can always learn more. But the second line 
develops the idea further: “and let the discerning get guidance.” The word for 
“guidance” comes from the nautical world where shipmen would pull on ropes to steer 
a boat. In context, “guidance” has the sense of practical steering through life. The 
parallelism in the proverb highlights that continual learning is important, but also that it 
should lead to steering a better course through the waters of our lives. - By Jed 
Ostoich 

Used with permission 
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