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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“[God] has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 

human heart;” (Ecclesiastes 3:11) 

Did You Know? 

• No time period or writer’s name is mentioned in the book of Ecclesiastes, but 

several passages suggest that King Solomon may be the author. On the other hand, 

the writer’s title (“Teacher”, Hebrew qoheleth), his unique style of Hebrew and his attitude 

toward rulers (suggesting that of a subject rather than a monarch) may point to another 

person and a later period. Thus, the date of Ecclesiastes is unknown; possibly as early 

as the tenth century BC. 

• The author of Ecclesiastes puts his powers of wisdom to work to examine the 

human experience and assess the human situation. His perspective is limited to what 

happens “under the sun”. He considers life as he has experienced and observed it 

between the horizons of birth and death - life within the boundaries of this visible world. 

His wisdom cannot penetrate beyond that last horizon. 

• With a wisdom matured by many years, he takes the measure of human beings, 

examining their limits and their lot. He has attempted to see what human wisdom can 

do, and he has discovered that human wisdom, even when it has its beginning in “the 

fear of the Lord” (Proverbs 1;7), has limits to its powers when it attempts to go it alone. 

Most significantly, it cannot find out the larger purposes of God or the ultimate meaning 

of human existence.  

• With respect to these, human wisdom can only pose questions. Nevertheless, 

the author does take a hard look at the human enterprise - an enterprise in which he 

himself has fully participated. He sees a busy human anthill in mad pursuit of many 

things, trying now this, now that, laboring away as if by dint of effort humans could 

master the world, lay bare tis deepest secrets, change its fundamental structures, … 

achieve a state of secure and lasting happiness…  
(The NIV Study Bible; Ecclesiastes)  

Personal Insight 

Both the writer of Ecclesiastes and Ruler Abd al-Rahman III in the daily meditation 
below saw their limits of human wisdom, existence and happiness.  

From my perspective, I feel blessed when I can notice and enjoy the beauties of this 
created world: as the sun shines on trees, leaves or mountains; as I can catch a 
glimpse of wildlife and birds, as I can hear their chirping, or enjoy the prettiness of a 
flower; these can make me glad and content. 

But this is not all. We are also blessed with human relationships, and we are offered a 
relationship with our Creator God as well. In my experience, this latter has the capacity 
to see our gifts, the beauties of life, and can help us to “act justly and to love mercy” 
(Micah 6:8) and to perceive the “eternity”, which God set into our human hearts.  

Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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True Happiness 
I know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good 

while they live.  

Ecclesiastes 3:12 
 

READ Eccl es iast es  3 :9–14  

In the tenth century, Abd al-Rahman III was the ruler of Cordoba, Spain. After fifty years 
of successful reign (“beloved by my subjects, dreaded by my enemies, and respected 
by my allies”), al-Rahman took a deeper look at his life. “Riches and honors, power 
and pleasure, have waited on my call,” he said of his privileges. But when he counted 
how many days of genuine happiness he’d had during that time, they amounted to just 
fourteen. How sobering. 

The writer of Ecclesiastes was also a man of riches and honor (Ecclesiastes 2:7–9), 
power and pleasure (1:12; 2:1–3). And his own life evaluation was equally sobering. 
Riches, he realized, just led to a desire for more (5:10–11), while pleasures 
accomplished little (2:1–2), and success could be due to chance as much as ability 
(9:11). But his assessment didn’t end as bleakly as al-Rahman’s. Believing God was 
his ultimate source of happiness, he saw that eating, working, and doing good could 
all be enjoyed when done with Him (2:25; 3:12–13). 

“O man!” al-Rahman concluded his reflections, “place not thy confidence in this present 
world!” The writer of Ecclesiastes would agree. Since we’ve been made for eternity 
(3:11), earthly pleasures and achievements won’t satisfy by themselves. But with Him 
in our lives, genuine happiness is possible in our eating, working, and living. – By 
Sheridan Voysey 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Heavenly Father, today I will do all things with You by my side. Amen.  
 

What do you turn to most to find happiness? How can you eat, work, and do good with 
God today? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Ecclesiastes 3 emphasizes humanity’s inability to discern the ways in which God’s plan 
and purposes are at work, suggesting that this is often experienced by people as a 
“burden” (v. 10). For although God has “set eternity in the human heart . . . no one can 
fathom what God has done from beginning to end” (v. 11). The word translated 
“eternity” (Hebrew ‘olam) can be translated in a variety of ways. Here, some scholars 
argue it means “the age to come,” some say it refers primarily to the future, and others 
believe it refers to how all of time is connected. Whatever the meaning, the teacher in 
Ecclesiastes suggests that trying too hard to understand life’s whys or the ways in 
which God’s purposes will be realized will make it impossible to find satisfaction in the 
ups and downs of daily life (v. 12). - By Monica La Rose 
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