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DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC  
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                   Photo: Our Daily Bread 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord … They will be like a tree 

planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 

Did You Know? 

• Jeremiah is the longest book in the Bible, containing more Hebrew words than 

any other book. Although a number of chapters were written mainly in prose, most 

sections are predominantly poetic in form. (The NIV Study Bible; Jeremiah) 

• The main sections of the book of Jeremiah produce the following division: 

o Chapters 1-25: predominantly sayings of Jeremiah; 

o Chapters 26-45: predominantly reports about Jeremiah; 

o Chapters 46-51: sayings against foreign nations; 

o Chapter 52: Appendix (which had been taken over from II Kings 24-25). 
(Rolf Rendtorff: The Old Testament; pg. 201) 

• Poetic repetition was used by Jeremiah with particular skill. He understood the 

effectiveness of repeating a striking phrase over and over. He made use of 

cryptograms, which are formed by substituting the first consonant of the Hebrew 

alphabet for the last, the second for the next-to-last, etc. Alliteration and assonance 

were also part of his literary style. Symbolic value is also seen in the Lord’s commands 

to Jeremiah, e.g., not to marry and raise children (16:1-4). 

• Jeremiah was called to the unhappy task of announcing the destruction of the 

kingdom of Judah. But God’s judgement of his people (and the nations), though 

terrible, was not to be the last word, the final work of God in history. Mercy and 

covenant faithfulness would triumph over wrath.  
(The NIV Study Bible; Jeremiah) 

Personal Insight 

I noticed in others’ behaviour, and experienced myself as well, that when we feel 
wounded, ill, or guilty because of something we said or done, we tend to hide from 
God. We withdraw ourselves from the presence of the Holy, and others, who are our 
sisters and brothers in Christ. The irony in this human behaviour is that exactly these 
are the situations when we need God’s healing, comforting, or forgiving power the 
most. If we’d dare to look at the mirror in these times, we could see our ancestor Adam 
and Eve, who “hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.” (Genesis 3:8) 

I believe, it is the mercy and love of God that don’t let us completely off the hook in 
these times. As God called Adam “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:8), the Almighty 
similarly calls us when we find ourselves in trying situation. However, only we - and not 
anybody else on behalf of ourselves - are in the position to make the decision that we 
come out from hiding, and put our trust in God. May we experience what it is like having 
no worries, even in a year of drought (Jeremiah 17:8), because we rely on, and cling to 
the faithfulness of our Lord and our God. 

Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 
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In God We Put Our Trust 
Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him.  

Jeremiah 17:7 
 

READ J er emiah  17 :5–8  

The baby wasn’t due for another six weeks, but the doctor had just diagnosed Whitney 
with cholestasis, a liver condition common in pregnancy. In a whirlwind of emotions, 
Whitney was taken to the hospital where she received treatment and was told her baby 
would be induced in twenty-four hours! In another part of the hospital, ventilators and 
other equipment needed for the onslaught of COVID-19 cases were being put into 
place. As a result, Whitney was sent home. She made the decision to trust God and 
His plans, and she delivered a healthy baby a few days later. 

When Scripture takes root in us, it transforms the way we react in trying situations. 
Jeremiah lived in a time when most of society trusted in human alliances, and the 
worship of idols was prevalent. The prophet contrasts the person who “draws strength 
from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord” (Jeremiah 17:5) with the 
one who trusts in God. “Blessed is the one . . . whose confidence is in him. They will 
be like a tree planted by the water that . . . does not fear when heat comes; its leaves 
are always green” (vv. 7–8). 

As believers in Jesus, we’re called to live by faith as we look to Him for solutions. As 
He provides the strength, we can choose to fear or to trust Him. God says we’re 
blessed—fully satisfied—when we choose to place our trust in Him. – By Regie Keller 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Dear God, thank You that I can trust You in all situations and come to You in 
prayer. You’re right there in the midst of my struggles, and You give me strength. 
Amen.  
 

When have you felt worried or afraid and then were reminded of God’s promise to bless 
those who trust Him? How has the realization that you can trust God in all 
circumstances brought you relief? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
In Jeremiah 17:6, the “bush in the wastelands” refers to the tamarisk, a dwarf juniper, 
which would “not see prosperity when it comes” because of its stunted roots that didn’t 
reach into the water levels beneath the surface. As commentator R. K. Harrison notes: 
“The implications of the allusion would not be lost on the [Israelites], who—had they 
lived in a faith-relationship with God—could have been flourishing like the green bay 
tree.” If they’d held fast to God, they’d have been “like a tree planted by the water” (v. 
8). However, the people of Judah trusted in false gods and in military alliances with 
other nations instead of God, the only true source of strength. They’d face judgment 
(“be cursed”) if they didn’t repent, but He would restore and prosper (bless) them if 
they returned to Him (15:19; 17:5, 7, 13). - By Alyson Kieda 

Used with permission 
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