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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“And God saw that it was good.” (Genesis 1:10) 

Did You Know? 

• The Book of Genesis was written between 1446 and 1406 BC.  

• The first phrase in the Hebrew text of 1:1 is “bereshith” (“In [the] beginning”), 

which is also the Hebrew title of the book. Books in ancient times customarily were 

named after their first word or two.  

• The English title, Genesis comes from the Greek language, from the Septuagint, 

which is the pre-Christian Greek translation of these Old Testament books. 

• The thematic outline of the fifty chapters of Genesis looks as it follows:  
I. Creation (1:1-2:3);  

II. Primeval History (from Adam and Eve to The Spread of the Nations) (2:4-

11:26);  
III. Patriarchal History (from Abraham to Joseph’s death) (11:27-50:26); (The 

NIV Study Bible). 

• By the time of Jesus, the first five books of the Bible were ascribed to Moses. In 

Hebrew, these five books are called the Torah, which means “teaching”, although it is 

often translated “law”. (Chalice Introduction to the Old Testament) 

• In the ancient Near East, most of the peoples had myths relating how the world 

came to be. Prevalent in those myths were account of how one of the gods triumphed 

over a fierce and powerful beast that represented disorder, then fashioned the ordered 

world that people knew, and finally was proclaimed by the other gods to be the divine 

“king” he had created.  

Over against all those pagan myths, the author of Genesis taught a totally different 

doctrine of creation: The one and only true God did not have to overcome a mighty 

cosmic champion of chaos but simply by a series of his royal creation decrees called 

into being the ordered world, the visible kingdom that those decrees continue to uphold 

and govern. (The NIV Study Bible; Genesis) 

Personal Insight 

I found the Our Daily Bread devotion below fitting as we prepare for this weekend. This 
meditation points us to the beauties of nature, and how they invite us to worship God, 
“the Creator of heaven and earth.” (Genesis 14:19) 

There are countless things, living beings and phenomena in the universe and on our 
home planet that can make us ponder about their Maker. But not only the wonders of 
our world can give us a hint of the awesomeness of the Holy One. John says in his 
gospel: “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself 
God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.” (John 

1:18) What a gift, that we may know and worship the One „through him all things were 

made” (John 1:18)!   

Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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The Wonder of Creation 
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees 

on the land that bear fruit with seed in it.”  

Genesis 1:11 
 

READ Gen es is  1 :9–13  

While Tim was hiking on Root Glacier in Alaska, he came across something he’d not 
seen before. Though Tim studies glaciers professionally, the vast number of small balls 
of moss were completely unfamiliar to him. After tracking the bright green balls for 
many years, Tim and his colleagues discovered that, unlike moss on trees, the “glacier 
mice” are unattached and—even more surprisingly—move in unison, like a herd or 
flock. At first, Tim and his colleagues suspected they were blown by the wind or were 
rolling downhill, but their research ruled out those guesses. 

They haven’t yet discovered exactly how the moss balls move. Such mysteries 
highlight God’s creativity. In His work of creation, God appointed the land to “produce 
vegetation” in the form of plants and trees (Genesis 1:11). His design included glacier 
mice too, though most of us won’t see them firsthand unless we visit a glacier that 
provides a suitable environment for them. 

Glacier mice have been charming scientists with their fuzzy green presence since their 
discovery in the 1950s. When God observed the vegetation He’d created, He declared 
“that it was good” (v. 12). We’re surrounded by God’s botanical designs, each 
demonstrating His creative powers and inviting us to worship Him. We can delight in 
each of the trees and plants He’s made—for they are good! – By Kirsten Holmberg 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Thank You, God, for the wonder of Your creation and the privilege to learn about 
You through it. Amen.  
 

When has something in God’s creation brought you joy? What aspect of His creative 
work most prompts you to worship? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Although the word Trinity never appears on the pages of Scripture, the idea is pictured 
repeatedly, beginning with how the Bible describes the events of creation. In Genesis 
1, we see God at work in creation (v. 1) and the Spirit of God “hovering” (v. 2) over the 
created spaces. In the New Testament, we see Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, 
play His part in creation. John 1:3 tells us, “Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made.” Paul added in Colossians 1:16, “For in 
him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him.” The collaborative, harmonious relationship of the three persons of 
the Godhead becomes to us the ultimate example of unity of heart and purpose. - By 
Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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