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                   Photo: Our Daily Bread 

Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord 

saves;” (1 Samuel 17:47) 

Did You Know? 

Let’s refresh our memory on what we may know about the books of Samuel: 

• 1 and 2 Samuel are named after the person God used to establish monarchy in 

Israel. Samuel anointed both Saul and David, Israel’s first two kings, and his role as 

God’s representative in this period of Israel’s history is close to that of Moses. Samuel 

provided for covenant continuity in the transition from the rule of the judges to that of 

the monarchy. 

• 1 and 2 Samuel were originally one book. It was divided into two parts by the 

translators of the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek translation of the Old Testament). 

This division was subsequently followed by modern versions. 

• Who the author was cannot be known, since the book itself gives no indication 

of his identity. Whoever he was, he doubtless had access to records of the life and 

times of Samuel, Saul and David. Scholars date these books sometime after Israel was 

divided into the northern and southern kingdoms in about 930 BC. 

• 1 Samuel relates God’s establishment of a political system in Israel headed by 

a human king. 2 Samuel depicts David as true (though imperfect) representative of the 

ideal theocratic king.  

• In today’s reading David’s confidence rests not in his own prowess but in the 

power of the living God, whose honor has been violated by the Philistines and whose 

covenant promises have been sorned by the Israelites. Both the Israelite and the 

Philistine armies will be shown the error of placing trust in human devices for personal 

r national security. David’s strength was his reliance on the Lord. 
(The NIV Study Bible; 1-2 Samuel) 

Personal Insight 

In my view, “living by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7) is easier to be said than done, 
especially from our natural standpoint. As N.T. Wright put it, living by faith - as one of 
the vital signs of healthy Christian life - doesn’t come about automatically. We have to 
develop them, and to work at them. (N.T. Wright: After You Believe; pg. 28) 

On the other hand, I believe that the available human resources, and our ability to think 
and solve problems are also gifts from God. The big question is whether we use merely 
these, and leave the Almighty out of our equation of solving problems and life 
situations, or we recognise that even with these resources we need God’s blessing 
and presence. As the wise King Solomon put it: “Unless the Lord builds the house, 
the builders labor in vain.” (Psalm 127:1) By developing reliance on God’s love and 
power, we can experience ‘Davidic’ victories over the ‘Goliaths’ of our lives. 

Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 
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Living by Faith 
We live by faith, not by sight.  

2 Corinthians 5:7 
 

READ 1 Samuel  17:32,  40–47  

Gary was experiencing some balance issues while walking, so his doctor ordered 
physical therapy to improve his balance. During one session his therapist told him, 
“You’re trusting too much in what you can see, even when it’s wrong! You’re not 
depending enough on your other systems—what you feel under your feet and your 
inner-ear signals—which are also meant to help keep you balanced.” 

“You’re trusting too much in what you can see” brings to mind the story of David, a 
young shepherd, and his encounter with Goliath. For forty days, Goliath, a Philistine 
champion, “strutted in front of the Israelite army,” taunting them to send someone out 
to fight him (1 Samuel 17:16 nlt). But what the people focused on naturally caused 
them fear. Then young David showed up because his father asked him to take supplies 
to his older brothers (v. 18). 

How did David look at the situation? By faith in God, not by sight. He saw the giant but 
trusted that God would rescue His people. Even though he was just a boy, he told King 
Saul, “Don’t worry about this Philistine . . . I’ll go fight him!” (v. 32 nlt). Then he told 
Goliath, “The battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands” (v. 47). And 
that’s just what God did. 

Trusting in God’s character and power can help us to live more closely by faith rather 
than by sight. – By Anne Cetas 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Show me what it means in my struggles to trust You and Your character, dear 
God. You’re powerful and loving. Amen.  
 

What are you struggling with? What might it mean to walk by faith in God during this 
season? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Geography expert Jack Beck describes the general area where the encounter between 
David and Goliath took place. Imagine it as running through three vertical lines. The 
area farthest to the east is the mountains where the Israelites live. The one farthest to 
the west is where the Philistines live on the coastal plain along the Mediterranean Sea. 
Between them is a set of ridges and valleys called the Shephelah, creating a corridor 
between them. As the Philistines moved through the foothills toward the mountains, 
it’s likely they did so in order to take over the trade routes on the east side of the Jordan 
River Valley. This would give them access to every village in the Israelite stronghold. - 
By Alyson Kieda 

Used with permission 
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