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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove and alighting on him.” (Matthew 3:16) 

Did You Know? 

Here are the basics about the Gospel of Matthew: 

• “The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are referred to as the synoptic 

Gospels because they include many of the same stories, often in a similar sequence 

and in similar or sometimes identical wording.” (Wikipedia) 

• The date of this Gospel is argued among scholars. Some dates it between the 

50s and 70s AD. Some says its date is 80-90 AD, because the author makes a 

reference to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  (The Chalice Introduction to the New 

Testament; pg. 152; The NIV Study Bible) 

• The theologians agree that the writer is not one of the Apostles. There is one 

thing that is not argued, and it is his Jewish heritage. This is indicated by his familiarity 

with the Torah, the Jewish Law, as well as Jewish practices. (Knowing Christianity by A.R.C. 

Leaney; pg. 38; The Chalice Introduction to the New Testament; pg. 153) 

• Matthew’s main purpose is to confirm for his Jewish-Christian readers that 

Jesus is their Messiah. He does this primarily by showing how Jesus in his life and 

ministry fulfilled the OT Scriptures. (The NIV Study Bible) 

Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his Messianic ministry. There were 
several reasons for his baptism: 

1. The first, mentioned here, was “to fulfill all righteousness”. His baptism indicated 

that he was consecrated to God and officially approved by him, as especially shown in 

the descent of the Holy Spirit (v.16) and the words of the Father (v. 17). All God’s 

righteous requirements for the Messiah were fully met in Jesus. 

2. At Jesus’ baptism John publicly announced the arrival of the Messiah and the 

inception of his ministry. 

3. By his baptism Jesus completely identified himself with humanity’s sin and 

failure (though he himself needed no repentance or cleansing from sin), becoming our 

substitute. 

4. His baptism was an example to his followers. (The NIV Study Bible) 

Personal Insight 

I believe that the story of Jesus’ baptism is not only an example, which encourages us 
to commit ourselves to God through this ceremony. It is also a representation of the 
gift of God’s love expressed to us when we readily answer God’s call of repentance 
and transformation. The Spirit of God is on hand to reassure us, as well, about our 
value in the eyes of God and that we are loved. As John put it: “This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him.” (1 John 4:9) 

Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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The Voice of the Father 
This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.  

Matthew 3:17 
 

READ Matthew 3:13–17  

My friend’s father died recently. When he got sick, his condition deteriorated quickly, 
and in a matter of days he was gone. My friend and his dad always had a strong 
relationship, but there were still so many questions to be asked, answers to be sought, 
and conversations to be had. So many unsaid things, and now his father is gone. My 
friend is a trained counselor: he knows the ups and downs of grief and how to help 
others navigate those troubled waters. Still, he told me, “Some days I just need to hear 
Dad’s voice, that reassurance of his love. It always meant the world to me.” 

A pivotal event at the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry was His baptism at the hands 
of John. Although John tried to resist, Jesus insisted that moment was necessary so 
He might identify with humankind: “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill 
all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). John did as Jesus asked. And then something 
happened that proclaimed Jesus’ identity to John the Baptist and the crowd, and it 
must have also deeply touched Jesus’ heart. The Father’s voice reassured His Son: 
“This is my Son, whom I love” (v. 17). 

That same voice in our hearts reassures believers of His great love for us (1 John 3:1). 
– By John Blase 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, thank You so much for Your reassuring voice telling me whose I am and 
how much I’m loved. Amen.  
 

When have you heard the Father’s voice speak reassuring words to you? How can you 
reach out to others today and encourage them with that same reassurance? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The first words of Jesus in Matthew are in response to John the Baptist’s protesting 
his unworthiness to baptize Jesus (Matthew 3:13–14). Jesus responds, “It is proper for 
us to do this to fulfill all righteousness” (v. 15). What does “fulfill all righteousness” 
mean? “Righteousness” can refer to obedience to God’s law and harmony with His will. 
But it can also refer to God’s righteousness—His goodness, justice, and faithfulness. 

In this passage, “righteousness” seems to include both meanings. Jesus’ baptism was 
done in obedience to God’s will to fulfill His plan and promises. Through His baptism, 
Jesus took on Israel’s sin and need for rebirth, fulfilling Isaiah’s image of the Suffering 
Servant (Isaiah 42), who redeemed Israel by taking on its sin and suffering. But in this 
moment, God’s faithful righteousness was most powerfully revealed as His promises 
to redeem Israel and the world began to be fulfilled. - By Monica La Rose 

Used with permission 
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