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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“God sent me to announce the year of his grace —To care for the needs of all 

who mourn in Zion, give them bouquets of roses instead of ashes,”  
(Isaiah 61:2-3; MSG) 

Did You Know? 

We already know that 
o Isaiah, son of Amoz, is often thought of as the greatest of the writing 

prophets. His name means “The Lord is salvation”. 

o He was a contemporary of Amos, Hosea and Micah, beginning his ministry 

in 740 BC, the year King Uzziah died. 

o He was married and had at least two sons. 

o Scholars date the Book of Isaiah between 740 and 680 BC. 

o Many of them challenge the claim that Isaiah wrote both halves of the book 

(chapters 1-39 and chapters 40-66) that bears his name. Yet his is the only 

name attached to it. 

o Theologians divide the book of Isaiah into two parts: 1. The Book of 

Judgement (chapters 1-39); 2. The Book of Comfort (chapters 40-66). 

Today’s text is part of The Book of Comfort based on the above division, and you 
can read in the Scripture Insight, Jesus applied these verses to himself in the 
synagogue at Nazareth. (The NIV Study Bible; Isaiah) 

We can also consider Bernhard Duhm’s division developed in 1872, which 
became widely accepted by scholars: chapters 1-39 (First Isaiah) were pre-exilic in 
nature; 40-55 (Second Isaiah) were written during the exile; 56-66 (Third Isaiah) were 
written after the exile, during the rebuilding of Jerusalem. In this partition, the author of 
today’s passage is Third Isaiah. “In Third Isaiah, God enters again into the harsh 
realities of human struggle and suffering.” (Chalice Introduction to the Old Testament; pages 
137; 150) 

Personal Insight 

In these days I can so much relate to the prayer penned by Winn Collier: “God, I need 
some good news. I hear bad news all the time…”  

It always amazes me when the Scriptures talk about joy even in bad times and pain. 
Yet, joy and peace are elements of the Holy One’s encouragement, which can become 
a reality for us when we open ourselves to sense God entering “the harsh realities of 
human struggle and suffering.” We can read in Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4) - and Paul wrote it while he was 
in prison. This joy has a much deeper foundation than the circumstances. The good 
news assures us that “in life, in death” and even beyond that God is with us. When the 
world crumbles, and when mountains fall into the sea the Almighty is there with us. 
And this can give strength and peace beyond our understanding, even amidst tears 
and suffering. 

Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 



Carstairs Bancroft United Church  Daily Encouragement 
March 9, 2022       Minister: Rev. Maria Szabone Berces 

2 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Joy of Good News 
The Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news.  

Isaiah 61:1 
 

READ Is a iah  61:1–7  

One evening in 1964, the Great Alaska earthquake shocked and writhed for more than 
four minutes, registering a 9.2 magnitude. In Anchorage, whole city blocks 
disappeared, leaving only massive craters and rubble. Through the dark, terrifying 
night, news reporter Genie Chance stood at her microphone, passing along messages 
to desperate people sitting by their radios: a husband working in the bush heard that 
his wife was alive; distraught families heard that their sons on a Boy Scout camping 
trip were okay; a couple heard that their children had been found. The radio crackled 
with line after line of good news—pure joy amid the ruin. 

This must have been something like what Israel felt when they heard these words from 
the prophet Isaiah: “The Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor” 
(61:1).  As they looked over the wasteland of their wrecked lives and grim future, 
Isaiah’s clear voice brought good news at the very moment when all seemed lost. God 
intended to “bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives. . . . [To] 
rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated” (vv. 1, 4). In the midst 
of their terror, the people heard God’s assuring promise, His good news. 

For us today, it’s in Jesus that we hear God’s good news—this is what the word gospel 
means. Into our fears, pains, and failures, He delivers good news. And our distress 
gives way to joy. – By Winn Collier 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
God, I need some good news. I hear bad news all the time. I need to hear what 
You say about things. I need the joy You bring. Amen.  
 

Where do you need to experience good news? When has God’s good news replaced 
your fear and worry with joy? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Jesus read from Isaiah 61 not long after He began His public ministry (Luke 4:18–19). 
Then He proclaimed to an astonished synagogue audience in Nazareth, “Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (v. 21). Interestingly, as He read Isaiah, Christ 
stopped before the last part of Isaiah 61:2, which reads, “and the day of vengeance of 
our God.” This omission was surely intentional. Jesus was likely signaling two things: 
He was declaring Himself to be the long-awaited One, and He was informing the people 
this wasn’t a time for judgment. It was the time for proclaiming good news, setting 
captives free, and comforting the broken-hearted. Salvation had arrived. - By Tim 
Gustafson 

Used with permission 
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