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Beloved Carstairs Bancroft United Church Members, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered.”  

(James 5:11) 

Did You Know? 

Let’s recall what we have learned about James so far: 

• The author identifies himself as James (1:1); he was probably the brother of 

Jesus and the leader of the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15). Four men in the New 

Testament have this name. The author of this letter could not have been the apostle 

James, who died too early (AD 44) to have written it. The other two men named James 

had neither the stature nor the influence that the writer of this letter had. 

• James was one of several brothers of Jesus, probably the oldest since he heads 

the list in Mt. 13:55. After Jesus’ resurrection, James became very prominent in the 

Jerusalem church. Here are some evidences of this fact: 
o James was one of the select individuals Christ appeared to after his resurrection. 

o Paul called him a “pillar” of the church (Gal 2:9); 

o Paul, on his first post-conversion visit to Jerusalem, saw James (Gal 1:19); as well as 

on his last visit (Acts 21:18); 

o When Peter was rescued from prison, he told his friend to tell James, presumably 

because James was a key leader in the church (Acts 12:17); 

o Jude could identify himself simply as “a brother of James” (Jude 1:1), so well known 

was James. James was martyred c. AD 62, an even recorded by the Jewish historian 

Josephus (Antiquities, 20.9.1). 

• Some date the letter in the early 60s. There are indications however, that it was 

written before AD 50. Some of these rationales are the letter’s distinctively Jewish 

nature, which suggests that it was composed when the church was still predominantly 

Jewish; it reflects a simple church order; there is no reference to the controversy over 

Gentile circumcision. If this early dating is correct, this letter is the earliest of all New 

Testament writings.  
(The NIV Study Bible; James) 

Personal Insight 

Waiting is not easy, and it is even more difficult for some of us than for others. Our 
culture also supports our impatience, and it is present in all areas of life: when we are 
in a healing process, or just wanting to download something on the Internet.  

James emphasizes in his letter that patience and perseverance are important virtues. 
People of his time considered those “blessed” who were resilient in their faith. Can we 
do anything else in life’s challenges? It sounds that giving up is an option for too many, 
and we also need encouragements from God and each other to stand firm, and 
continue to believe - despite of all the odds - that we are not alone, and  “The Lord is 
full of compassion and mercy.” (James 5:11) 

Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 
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Willing to Wait 
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the 

autumn and spring rains.  

James 5:7 
 

READ James 5:7–12  

Waiting can be a culprit in stealing our peace. According to computer scientist Ramesh 
Sitaraman, few things “inspire universal frustration and ire” in internet users as waiting 
for a sluggish web browser to load. His research says that we’re willing to wait an 
average of two seconds for an online video to load. After five seconds, the 
abandonment rate is about twenty-five percent, and after ten seconds, half of the users 
desert their efforts. We’re certainly an impatient bunch!  

James encouraged believers in Jesus to not abandon Him while they were waiting for 
His second coming. Christ’s return would motivate them to stand firm in the face of 
suffering and to love and honor one another (James 5:7–10). James used the example 
of the farmer to make his point. Like the farmer, who waited patiently for “autumn and 
spring rains” (v. 7) and for the land to yield its valuable crop, James encouraged 
believers to be patient under oppression until Jesus returned. And when He returned, 
He would right every wrong and bring shalom, peace.  

Sometimes, we’re tempted to forsake Jesus while we wait for Him. But as we wait, let’s 
“keep watch” (Matthew 24:42), remain faithful (25:14–30), and live out His character 
and ways (Colossians 3:12). Though we don’t know when Jesus will return, let’s wait 
patiently for Him, as long as it takes. – By Marvin Williams 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Jesus, I’ll wait for You. Though the world is dark and filled with pain, suffering, 
injustice, and uncertainty, I’ll wait for You. Though I don’t know the day or the 
time, I’ll wait for You.  Amen.  
 

What’s hardest about waiting for Jesus’ return? How’s His return an incentive for living 
out His character and ways? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Because James’ readers lived in agricultural communities, many understood the 
patience required to wait for a harvest. They may not have given enough thought, 
however, to waiting for more lasting and profitable returns. So, James paints a picture 
of contrast. First, he describes the impatience of wealthy landowners who aren’t willing 
to wait for the payoff of a life well lived (James 5:1–6). With eyes set on getting rich 
quickly, they built wealth off the backs of underpaid and mistreated harvesters. Then 
James makes a turn. He urges brothers and sisters in Jesus to consider whether by 
grumbling against one another they’re showing similar lack of concern for others. He 
urges them to weigh the value of a harvest of wisdom and peace rather than conflict 
(1:5; 3:13–18)—a harvest assured by a loving God and a Judge “full of compassion 
and mercy” (5:11) who’s promised to return (v. 8).  

Used with permission 
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