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Beloved Ones, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.” (Zephaniah 3:17) 

Did You Know? 

Let’s recall the core information that we may know about Zephaniah and his 

background: 

• The prophet Zephaniah was evidently a person of considerable social standing 

in Judah and was probably related to the royal line. The prophecy opens with a 

statement of the author’s ancestry, which in itself is an unusual feature of the Hebrew 

prophetic tradition. Zephaniah was a fourth-generation of Hezekiah, a notable king of 

Judah from 715 to 686 BC. Apart from this statement, nothing more is said about his 

background.  

• Whereas Micah dealt carefully and sympathetically with the problems of the 

common people of Judah, Zephaniah’s utterances show a much greater familiarity with 

court circles and current political issues. Zephaniah was probably familiar with the 

writings of such prominent eighth-century prophets as Isaiah and Amos, whose words 

he reflects, and he may also have been aware of the ministry of the young Jeremiah. 

• Scholars date his book between 640 and 627 BC. 

• The intent of the author was to announce to Judah God’s approaching 

judgement. A Scythian incursion into Canaan may have provided the immediate 

occasion. This fierce people originated in what is now southern Russia, but by the 

seventh century BC they had migrated across the Caucasus and settled in and along 

the northern territories of the Assyrian Empire. Ultimately, however, the destruction 

prophesied by Zephaniah came at the hands of the Babylonians after they had 

overpowered Assyria and brought that ancient power to its end. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Zephaniah) 

Personal Insight 

I feel that the meditation below corresponds nicely with this past Sunday’s focus of the 
“Good Enough” series. “Lots of things can be medicine.” - we could hear in the 
message. God’s love and forgiveness which allows us to turn back to the Holy One 
can be considered as a true, ‘super medicine’. It promotes in us a transformation, and 
an understanding that although we are not perfect; that we “all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), God still loves us and offers us life in its 
fullness and wholeness.  

Yes, we need to accept this love and heed God’s call to “come” and to “listen” (Isaiah 

55:1-2). But when we are willing to do these, our lives are promised to be filled with the 
tending and nurturing of the Almighty God, regardless of the circumstances. We may 
know that we are never alone: neither in life nor in death. And “this faith is good enough” 
for our healing, comfort, and encouragement.     

Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 
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Love Song 
He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but 

will rejoice over you with singing.  

Zephaniah 3:17 
 

READ Zephaniah 3 :9–17  

It’s a quiet riverside park on a Saturday afternoon. Joggers pass by, fishing rods whirl, 
seagulls fight over fish and chip wrappers, and my wife and I sit watching the couple. 
They are maybe in their late forties and are speaking a language unknown to us. She 
sits gazing into his eyes while he, without a hint of self-consciousness, sings to her a 
love song in his own tongue, carried on the breeze for us all to hear. 

This delightful act got me thinking about the book of Zephaniah. At first you might 
wonder why. In Zephaniah’s day, God’s people had become corrupt by bowing to false 
gods (1:4–5), and Israel’s prophets and priests were now arrogant and profane (3:4). 
For much of the book, Zephaniah declares God’s coming judgment on not just Israel 
but all the nations of the earth (v. 8). 

Yet Zephaniah foresees something else. Out of that dark day will emerge a people who 
wholeheartedly love God (vv. 9–13). To these people God will be like a bridegroom 
who delights in His beloved: “In his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice 
over you with singing” (v. 17). 

Creator, Father, Warrior, Judge. Scripture uses many titles for God. But how many of 
us see God as a Singer with a love song for us on His lips? – By Sheridan Voysey 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Great Singer, I delight in Your singing over me. Amen.  
 

How do you normally picture God—as Creator, Father, Warrior, or something else? 
How might your life change if you were to think of God as Lover, and yourself as His 
beloved? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Zephaniah 1:1 is unusual because it provides a more extended biographical 
background than we normally find in the Old Testament prophets. It says, “The word 
of the Lord that came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of 
Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, during the reign of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah.” 
Two things are noteworthy here. First, Zephaniah was a direct descendant of one of 
Judah’s greatest kings—Hezekiah—giving him royal heritage. Second, Zephaniah 
ministered during the reign of Josiah, who, in his sweeping religious reforms, 
reinstituted the feast of Passover. – By Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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