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Beloved Ones, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  
(Colossians 3:12) 

Did You Know? 

Let’s recall the core information we have already learned about the Letter to the 

Colossians: 

• That Colossians is a genuine letter of Paul is usually not disputed. Int the early 

church, all who speak on the subject of authorship ascribe it to Paul. 

• The letter is to be dated during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome, where he 

spent at least two years under house arrest. Most scholars agree that Colossians 

should be dated c. AD 60, in the same year as Ephesians and Philemon. 

• Several hundred years before Paul’s day, Colossae had been a leading city in 

Asia Minor (present-day Turkey). It was located on the Lycus River and on the great 

east-west trade route leading from Ephesus on the Aegean Sea to the Euphrates River. 

By the first century AD Colossae was diminished to a second-rate market town, which 

had been surpassed long before in power and importance by the neighboring towns of 

Laodicea and Hierapolis. 

• What gave Colossae New Testament importance, however, was the fact that 

during Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus, Epaphras had been converted and had 

carried the gospel to Colossae. The young church that was born there then became 

the target of heretical attack, which led to Epaphras’ visit to Paul in Rome and ultimately 

to the penning of the Colossian letter.  
(The NIV Study Bible; Colossians) 

Personal Insight 

The daily devotion I am sharing with you today carries on the theme “Lots of things can 
be medicine” from our Lenten series. What could be a better balm for our hearts and 
encouragement in our varied, challenging circumstances than to know that we are 
“God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved” (Colossians 3:12) And it is true with 
“warts and all”.  

I feel that it is a very delicate balance to know that we are accepted as we are and still 
having the call to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. (Romans 12:2) I 
can also see the truth in Jesus’ words: “How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, 
let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in 
your own eye?” (Luke 6:42) It can bring healing to us when we are able to recognise 
our flaws and still know that God loves us nevertheless. And we can also become 
agents of bringing healing to others when we are willing to radiate “compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12) to others. 
Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 
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Warts and All 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

Colossians 3:13 
 

READ Coloss ians  3 :12–15  

Oliver Cromwell, known as the “Protector of England,” was a military commander in 
the seventeenth century. It was common practice during those days for people of 
importance to have their portraits painted. And it wasn’t unusual for an artist to avoid 
depicting the less attractive aspects of a person’s face. Cromwell, however, wanted 
nothing to do with a likeness that would flatter him. He cautioned the artist, “You must 
paint me just as I am—warts and all—or I won’t pay you.”  

Apparently, the artist complied. The finished portrait of Cromwell displays a couple of 
prominent facial warts that in the present day would surely be filtered or airbrushed 
before being posted on social media.  

The expression “warts and all” has come to mean that people should be accepted just 
as they are—with all their annoying faults, attitudes, and issues. In some cases, we 
feel that’s too difficult a task. Yet, when we take a hard inward look, we might find some 
pretty unattractive aspects of our own character.  

We’re grateful that God forgives our “warts.” And in Colossians 3, we’re taught to 
extend grace to others. The apostle Paul encourages us to be more patient, kind, and 
compassionate—even to those who aren’t easy to love. He urges us to have a forgiving 
spirit because of the way God forgives us (vv. 12–13). By His example, we’re taught to 
love others the way God loves us—warts and all. – By Cindy Hess Kasper 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Loving God, show me my shortcomings or flaws that detract from letting others 
know who You are. Help me to be more patient and to love and forgive as You 
do. Amen.  
 

What faults do you find in others that are hard to accept or forgive? How can you follow 
God’s example in the way you interact with others? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Nearly every epistle in the Bible mentions that we who believe in Jesus were “chosen” 
or “called” by God. Some people believe that if God does the choosing, we have no 
role to play. Yet the apostles dedicated their lives to sharing the good news of Jesus 
with the world. They knew that our privileged position brings a tremendous obligation. 

A crucial way we share this good news is by living a different kind of life. In Colossians 
3:5–9, Paul wrote about the things we must get rid of: sexual impurity, rage, malice, 
slander, lying, and the like (Colossians 3:5–9). Now, as God’s “chosen people” (v. 12), 
we’re to “clothe” ourselves in a completely different lifestyle—one marked by Christlike 
qualities. When we react to life’s irritations and injustices with the grace and peace of 
the Spirit of Jesus, the world will see the difference.  

Used with permission 
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