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Beloved Ones, 
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice 
of the turtledove is heard in our land.”  

(Song of Songs 2:12) 

Did You Know? 

• The title in the Hebrew text is “Solomon’s Song of Songs”, meaning a “song 

by, for or about Solomon”. This implies that the authorship remains an open question 

for scholars. 

• The date of Song of Songs is unknown, but possibly as early as the tenth century 

BC.  

• The Song shares with the love poetry of many cultures its extensive use of highly 

sensuous and suggestive imagery drawn from nature - like pictures of spring and the 

vineyards in our text.   
• To find the key for unlocking the Song, interpreters have looked to prophetic, 

wisdom and apocalyptic passages of Scripture, as well as to ancient Egyptian and 

Babylonian love songs, traditional Semitic wedding songs, and songs related to ancient 

Mesopotamian fertility religions. 
• The Bible – thus also this book – speaks of both wisdom and love as gifts of 

God, to be received with gratitude and celebration. In the Song, it is love that finds 

words that disclose its exquisite charm and beauty as one of God’s choicest gifts.  

• The feminine voice speaks profoundly of love. She portrays its beauty and 

delights. She claims its exclusiveness and insists on the necessity of its pure 

spontaneity (2:7). She affirms its preciousness. All that one possesses cannot purchase 

it… God intends that such love - grossly distorted and abused by both ancient and 

modern people - be a normal part of marital life in his good creation. (2:24) 

(The NIV Study Bible; Song of Songs) 

Personal Insight 

I found the devotion below meaningful especially in the light of this past Sunday’s 
message by Don Holmes. Let me quote two sentences: “Our loves, our friendships, 
our families are the places where God works in our lives. So, we need to be mindful of 
our behavior in relationships, and respectful of God’s presence between us, from our 
acquaintances to our intimacies.” 

What might be the “little foxes” that have the potential of spoiling our relationships with 
God and one another? None of us are faultless. But are we open - as Mike Wittmer 
puts it - to “ask for and grant forgiveness as needed”? And how do we know what is 
needed if we don’t communicate about any real or supposed hurt?  God may grant us 
the grace to spot and then respectfully address and handle our “little foxes”.     

Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 
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Little Foxes 
Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the vineyards.  

Song of Songs 2:15 
 

READ S ong of  Songs  2 :3–15  

A pilot couldn’t fit his tea into the cupholder, so he set it on the center console. When 
the plane hit turbulence, the drink spilled onto the control panel, shutting off an engine. 
The flight was diverted and landed safely, but when it happened again to a crew from 
a different airline two months later, the manufacturer realized there was a problem. 
The plane cost $300 million, but its cupholders were too small. This seemingly small 
oversight led to some harrowing moments. 

Small details can wreck the grandest plans, so the man in the Song of Songs urges 
his lover to catch “the little foxes that ruin the vineyards” of their love (2:15). He’d seen 
foxes climb over walls and dig out vines in search of grapes. They were hard to catch 
as they darted into the vineyard then melted back into the night. But they must not be 
ignored. 

What threatens your closest relationships? It may not be large offenses. It might be the 
little foxes, a small comment here or a slight there that digs at the root of your love. 
Minor offenses add up, and what once was a blossoming friendship or passionate 
marriage might be in danger of dying. 

May God help us catch the little foxes! Let’s ask for and grant forgiveness as needed 
and nourish our vineyards in the soil of ordinary acts of thoughtfulness as God provides 
what we need. – By Mike Wittmer 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, may Your extraordinary love flow through me in ordinary ways.  Amen.  
 

What “little foxes” are damaging one of your close relationships? What can you do to 
seek forgiveness and a fresh start in Christ? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The Song of Songs is a collection of love poems that both celebrate and warn about 
love, particularly the physical intimacy that flows from it. Some view the book as a 
collection of poems that express godly desires in keeping with the way God made us 
at the time of our creation—desires that are met in the “two becoming one flesh” 
marriage relationship instituted in the garden. 

But the Song may also speak about God and our relationship with Him, especially 
when we read it in the context of the whole Bible, where we see a frequent comparison 
made between our relationship with God and human marriage.  

Used with permission 
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