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Beloved Ones, 

Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“… we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.”  

(2 Corinthians 4:14) 

Did You Know? 

• Scholars are certain that the author of 2 Corinthians is Paul. The letter is 

stamped with his style and contains more autobiographical material than any of his 

writings. 

• The available evidence indicates that the year AD 55 is a reasonable estimate 

for the writing of this letter. From 1 Corinthians 16:5-8 it may be concluded that 1 

Corinthians was written from Ephesus before Pentecost (in the late spring) and that 2 

Corinthians may have been written later that same year before the onset of winter, 

probably from Macedonia. 

• The opening greeting of the latter sates that it was addressed to the church in 

Corinth and to Christians throughout Achaia (the Roman province comprising all of 

Greece south of Macedonia).  

• In this letter Paul encourages the Corinthian believers to be reconciled with him 

and to reject false apostles who are challenging his authority and creating dissension 

in the church. 

• In today’s passage Paul talks about what is seen and what is unseen. The 

experiences and circumstances of this present life are visible to the Christian; but these 

are merely temporary and fleeting. To fix our eyes on them would cause us to “lose 

heart” (1:16). By contrast the unseen realities, which are no less real for being invisible, 

are eternal and imperishable. 
(The NIV Study Bible; 2 Corinthians) 

Personal Insight 

Palm Sunday is coming up in just two days. That was the day when Jesus entered 
Jerusalem on a donkey, symbolizing his royal mission. He was sent and anointed by 
God to be the Messiah; the One for whom God’s chosen people had waited for 
centuries. But despite of the high expectations and hopes that Palm Sunday seemed 
to support, the next few days led the disciples to the horrors and uncertainties of Good 
Friday. And yet, that wasn’t the end of the story either. Easter morning came, and the 
disciples experienced something extraordinary: God has raised Jesus from the dead. 

Many of the disciples didn’t know what to think. Matthew reports about it like this: 
“When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.” (Matthew 28:17)  

In the face of the uncertainties and the unknown it is easy to doubt. However, Jesus 
encourages us to have faith that relies on God’s love, power and promises instead of 
trusting only our limited knowledge. He has calmed several storms both literally and 
figuratively speaking. He is able to do that for us, too.     

Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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Past the Boundaries of Knowing 
We fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

2 Corinthians 4:18 
 

READ 2  Cor inth ians  4 :7–18  

It was a hard day when my husband found out that, like so many others, he too would 
soon be furloughed from employment as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
believed that God would meet our basic needs, but the uncertainty of how that would 
happen was still terrifying. 

As I processed my jumbled emotions, I found myself revisiting a favorite poem by 
sixteenth-century reformer John of the Cross. Entitled “I Went In, I Knew Not Where,” 
the poem depicts the wonder to be found in a journey of surrender, when, going “past 
the boundaries of knowing,” we learn to “discern the Divine in all its guises.” And so 
that’s what my husband and I tried to do during this season: to turn our focus from what 
we could control and understand to the unexpected, mysterious, and beautiful ways 
God can be found all around us. 

The apostle Paul invited believers to a journey from the seen to the unseen, from 
outward to inward realities, and from temporary struggles to the “eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all” (2 Corinthians 4:17). 

Paul didn’t urge this because he lacked compassion for their struggles. He knew it 
would be through letting go of what they could understand that they could experience 
the comfort, joy, and hope they so desperately needed (vv. 10, 15–16). They could 
know the wonder of Christ’s life making all things new. – By Monica La Rose 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Loving God, there’s so much heartbreak and uncertainty in our world. Help me 
to learn to follow You past what I can understand to the wonder of Your life 
breathing new life all around me.  Amen.  
 

When have you experienced God’s glory in ways you couldn’t understand? In what 
areas of your life might you experience God beyond the “boundaries of knowing”? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
In fulfilling his call to preach the gospel, Paul endured great dangers, persecutions, 
and hardships (1 Corinthians 4:9–13; 2 Corinthians 1:8–9; 6:4–10; 11:23–29). He 
chose to see these as “light and momentary troubles” achieving “an eternal glory” (2 
Corinthians 4:17). Paul persevered, energized by God’s mercy (v. 1), the greatness of 
the gospel (vv. 2–6), and the power of Christ’s resurrected life (vv. 7–14). His confident 
refrain is, “We do not lose heart” (vv. 1, 16). Such confidence isn’t rooted in himself, 
but in God’s “all-surpassing power” (v. 7) and all-sufficient grace (12:9).  
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