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Beloved Ones, 
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.”  

(1 John 1:9) 

Did You Know? 

So far, we have learned a lot about Isaiah: 

o His name means “The Lord is salvation”; he was son of Amoz; and is often 

thought of as the greatest of the writing prophets.  

o He was a contemporary of Amos, Hosea and Micah, beginning his ministry in 

740 BC, the year King Uzziah died. He was married and had at least two sons. 

o Scholars date the Book of Isaiah between 740 and 680 BC. (The NIV Study Bible; 

Isaiah) 

• Isaiah’s sixty-six (66) chapters make up a full quarter of this prophetic collection. 

• The book is quoted twenty times in the New Testament, more than all the other 

Latter Prophets together. Isaiah was also a favorite of the Dead Sea community of 

Qumran. His words inspired the early church fathers, rabbinical scholars, reformers 

and more. 

• In 1872 this book received a three-part division by Bernhard Duhm, which 

became widely accepted by scholars: chapters 1-39 (First Isaiah) were pre-exilic in 

nature; 40-55 (Second Isaiah) were written during the exile; 56-66 (Third Isaiah) were 

written after the exile, during the rebuilding of Jerusalem.  

• Today’s reading is part of First Isaiah based on the above division. Isaiah 1-12 

defines the essence of Isaiah of Jerusalem’s thought and describes for us a vision from 

a holy God. (Chalice Introduction to the Old Testament; pages 135-143) 

Personal Insight 

This past Sunday we celebrated Easter, when we heard the message - again - that in 
great love, God has granted us forgiveness and eternal life through Jesus Christ. He 
was ready to suffer one of the worst deaths to carry out our salvation; and by his 
resurrection “death has lost its sting”. The questions remain for us after that Sunday 
celebration: how will that good news change our tomorrows and our future? Do we 
feel, think and live differently after this Festival has been over? 

I enjoyed the story of self-cleaning clothes in the meditation below. However, we can 
find that even that is not a completely “self”-achievement. The fabric has to be exposed 
to the ultraviolet lights in order to get rid of the stains and odors. 

In my understanding and experience, it also requires our willingness to be “exposed” 
to God’s love and forgiveness that we may put them into action in our everyday lives. 
When we come to the Almighty with an open, honest heart, healing and transformation 
may happen, that we couldn’t achieve by our own. Thanks be to God! 

Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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God Cleans the Stains 
Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 

are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.  

Isaiah 1:18 
 

READ Is a iah  1 :10–18  

What if our clothes were more functional, having the ability to clean themselves after 
we dropped ketchup or mustard or spilled a drink on them? Well, according to the BBC, 
engineers in China have developed a special “coating which causes cotton to clean 
itself of stains and odors when exposed to ultraviolet lights.” Can you imagine the 
implications of having self-cleaning clothes? 

A self-cleaning coating might work for stained clothes, but only God can clean a stained 
soul. In ancient Judah, God was angry with His people because they had “turned their 
backs on” Him, given themselves to corruption and evil, and were worshiping false 
gods (Isaiah 1:2–4). But to make matters worse, they tried to clean themselves by 
offering sacrifices, burning incense, saying many prayers, and gathering together in 
solemn assemblies. Yet their hypocritical and sinful hearts remained (vv. 12–13). The 
remedy was for them to come to their senses and with a repentant heart bring the 
stains on their souls to a holy and loving God. His grace would cleanse them and make 
them spiritually “white as snow” (v. 18). 

When we sin, there’s no self-cleaning solution. With a humble and repentant heart, we 
must acknowledge our sins and place them under the cleansing light of God’s holiness. 
We must turn from them and return to Him. And He, the only One who cleans the stains 
of the soul, will offer us complete forgiveness and renewed fellowship. – By Marvin 
Williams 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Father, forgive me for ignoring or trying to get rid of my own sin. I know only 
You can clean the stains of my soul. I acknowledge and repent of my self-
sufficiency and turn to You.  Amen.  
 

When the Holy Spirit reveals your sins to you, what’s your response? How does John 
describe the process of bringing your sin to God and repenting of it (see 1 John 1:9)? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The book of Isaiah is a vision the prophet received from God addressed to Israel, a 
people in rebellion (1:1–2). God was incensed at their wickedness and sin (v. 4). As 
commentator Barry Webb writes: Their “worship had been divorced from justice, and 
the fatherless and the widow had become the chief victims” (see v. 17). Their sacrifices 
were merely a means to an end. The prophet Micah, a contemporary of Isaiah, states 
what God requires: “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” 
(Micah 6:8). Yet despite His righteous anger, God extended this loving invitation: “Turn 
to me and be saved” (Isaiah 45:22).  

Used with permission 
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