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Beloved Ones, 
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“… human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”  
(James 1:20; NIV) 

Did You Know? 

AUTHOR 

James (1:1); he was probably the brother of Jesus and the leader of the Jerusalem 

Council (Acts 15).  

James was one of several brothers of Jesus, probably the oldest since he heads the 

list in Mt. 13:55. After Jesus’ resurrection, James became very prominent in the 

Jerusalem church: 

• James was one of the select individuals Christ appeared to after his resurrection. 

• Paul called him a “pillar” of the church (Gal 2:9); 

• Paul, on his first post-conversion visit to Jerusalem, saw James (Gal 1:19); as well 

as on his last visit (Acts 21:18); 

• When Peter was rescued from prison, he told his friend to tell James, presumably 

because James was a key leader in the church (Acts 12:17); 

• Jude could identify himself simply as “a brother of James” (Jude 1:1), so well known 

was James. James was martyred c. AD 62, an even recorded by the Jewish 

historian Josephus (Antiquities, 20.9.1). 

DATE 

Some date the letter in the early 60s. There are indications however, that it was written 

before AD 50. Some of these rationales are the letter’s distinctively Jewish nature, 

which suggests that it was composed when the church was still predominantly Jewish; 

it reflects a simple church order; there is no reference to the controversy over Gentile 

circumcision. If this early dating is correct, this letter is the earliest of all New Testament 

writings. (The NIV Study Bible; James) 

IN TEN WORDS OR LESS 

Real Christian faith is shown by one’s good deeds. (Know Your Bible; Barbour Publishing) 

Personal Insight 

Yesterday, we could hear that “We’re all works-in-progress in the hands of a loving 
God.” The story below confirms its reality. How often do we find ourselves in situations 
when our actions don’t exactly reflect our Christian faith? 

The good news is that God has been ready to continuously shape us and to give us 
second, third… chances. In living relationships, we are changed. It is true about 
personal bonds, and community connections, such as friends or a church family. When 
Micah talks about “walking humbly with God” (6:8) he refers to this constant, 
transforming relation with the Holy One. In this supportive relationship we can “be, and 
continue to be, doers of the word and not merely hearers”. 

Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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Parking Lot Quarrel 
Do not merely listen to the word . . .  Do what it says.  

James 1:22 
 

READ Ja mes  1 :19–2 7  

The scene in the parking lot might have been funny if it wasn’t so tragic. Two drivers 
were arguing loudly over one of their cars that was blocking the passage of the other, 
and harsh words were being exchanged. 

What made it especially painful to watch was that this quarrel was taking place in the 
parking lot of a church. The two men had possibly just heard a sermon about love, 
patience, or forgiveness, but it was all forgotten in the heat of the moment. 

Passing by, I shook my head—then quickly realized I was no better. How many times 
had I read the Bible, only to fall into sin moments later with an uncharitable thought? 
How many times had I behaved like the person who “looks at his face in a mirror and, 
after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like” (James 
1:23–24)? 

James was calling on his readers not only to read and reflect on God’s instruction, but 
also to do what it says (v. 22). A complete faith, he noted, means both knowing 
Scripture and putting it into action. 

Life’s circumstances can make it hard to apply what Scripture reveals. But if we ask 
the Father, He’ll surely help us obey His words and please Him with our actions. – By 
Leslie Koh 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Dear God, forgive me for the times I haven’t done what You’ve instructed. Give 
me the strength and the willingness to obey You with words, actions, and 
thoughts that please You. Amen.  
 

What have you read in Scripture that you can do today? What might you stop doing? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The book of James is often referred to as the Proverbs of the New Testament because 
its message centers around wise living in light of the Scriptures. The middle paragraph 
of today’s passage (1:22–25) highlights this focus. 
Though in our English translations verse 22 seems to contain two commands — “do 
not” and “do”—in Greek there’s only a single imperative verb, ginesthe, which means 
“to be.” It indicates continuing action — “continue to be”—rather than a single 
completed action. Be is also the first word in the Greek, which emphasizes its 
significance in the verse. So, James’ command in 1:22 would literally read: “Be, and 
continue to be, doers of the word and not merely hearers, deceiving yourselves.” 
James is emphasizing that actions guided by the Scriptures and the enabling of the 
Spirit are to define the believer in Jesus. – By J.R. Hudberg 

Used with permission 
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