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Beloved Ones, 
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  
(1 Corinthians 15:22) 

Did You Know? 

AUTHOR 

Paul - along with Sosthenes - is acknowledged as the author of 1 Corinthians both by 

the letter itself (1:1-2) and by the early church fathers. His authorship was proved by 

Clement of Rome as early as AD 96, and today practically all New Testament 

interpreters concur. 

DATE 

The letter was written c. AD 55 toward the close of Paul’s three-year residency in 

Ephesus. 

DETAILS, PLEASE 

Corinth was a thriving city; at that time, it was the chief city of Greece both 

commercially and politically. It was a crossroads for travelers and traders. … its people 

were interested in Greek philosophy and placed a high premium on wisdom. Corinth 

contained at least 12 temples. In addition, the Jews established a synagogue there. 

Paul had helped found the church in Corinth (Acts 18) but then moved on to 

other mission fields. While in Ephesus, he learns of serious problems in the Corinthian 

congregation and writes a long letter to address those issues. For those arguing over 

who should lead the church Paul urges “that you be perfectly united in mind and 

thought.” (1:10) 

Paul wrote this letter to believers at Corinth whose church was torn apart by 

factions and spiritual immaturity. He addresses problems in the church and answers 

questions from the church. The apostle also teaches on marriage, Christian liberty, the 

Lord’s Supper, spiritual gifts & love, and the resurrection of the dead. 
(The NIV Study Bible; Hebrews; & Know Your Bible; Barbour Publishing) 

Personal Insight 

I picked the devotion below because it reminded me that Easter was a celebration that 
has validity not just for a weekend, but for long term. The good news about the risen 
Christ mean that we have a living Friend, to whom we can talk to, who has the capacity 
to listen and support us when we need it. Through Him we can approach the Almighty 
God with confidence, and we have the promise that we are never alone. 

So, yes, this changes everything if we let Jesus’ sacrifice and victory influence our 
hearts and minds. It transforms how we live, how we grieve our loved ones and how 
we die: with the assurance that “in life, in death, life beyond death we are not alone. 
God is with us.” (A New Creed) 

Grace and peace to you all,    

Rev. Maria 
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This Changes Everything 
Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep.  

1 Corinthians 15:20 
 

READ 1  Cor inth ians  15:12–26  

Jaroslav Pelikan, long-time Yale professor considered one of “his generation’s 
preeminent authorities on Christian history,” was renowned for his extensive academic 
career. He published more than thirty books and won the esteemed Kluge Prize as a 
lifetime award for his voluminous writing. One of his students, however, recounted what 
he considered his teacher’s most important words, spoken from his deathbed: “If Christ 
is risen, nothing else matters. And if Christ is not—nothing else matters.” 

Pelikan echoed Paul’s conviction: “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 
useless and so is your faith” (1 Corinthians 15:14). The apostle made such a bold 
statement because he knew that the resurrection was not merely a one-off miracle but 
rather the pinnacle of God’s redeeming work in human history. The promise of 
resurrection wasn’t only His assurance that Jesus would rise from the dead but His 
bold affirmation that other dead and ruined things (lives, neighborhoods, relationships) 
would also one day be brought back to life through Christ. If there’s no resurrection, 
however, Paul knew that we’re in deep trouble. If there’s no resurrection, then death 
and destruction win. 

But, of course, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (v. 20). Destroyed by the 
Victor, death loses. And Jesus is the “firstfruits” of all the life that will follow. He 
conquered evil and death so that we could live bold and free. This changes everything. 
– By Winn Collier 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Dear God, allow me to see how Jesus’ resurrection changes everything about 
my life now and forever. Amen.  
 

What difference does it make to understand the expansive hope of Jesus’ resurrection? 
Where do you need resurrection in your life? 
 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
For Paul, the reality of the resurrection was paramount (1 Corinthians 15), and he 
seized every opportunity to tell others about it. We see this when he stood in chains 
before King Agrippa in Acts 26. As Paul made the case for the resurrection, Festus, 
the governor who’d sent him to Agrippa, interrupted and said, “You are out of your 
mind, Paul!” (v. 24). The apostle immediately appealed to direct evidence. “The king 
[Agrippa himself] is familiar with these things,” he said. “I am convinced that none of 
this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner” (v. 26). – By Tim 
Gustafson 

Used with permission 
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