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Beloved Ones, 
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence  

“Because I live, you also will live.”  
(John 14:19) 

Did You Know? 

AUTHOR 

The author of the Gospel of John is not stated but traditionally attributed the apostle 

John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (13:23); brother of James and son of Zebedee 

(Matthew 4:21). Scholars find it proven that the writer knew Jewish life well. 

DATE 

Theologians date this book between AD 50 and 95, stating that this is the last Gospel 

written. 

DETAILS, PLEASE 

While the books of Matthew, Mark and Luke have many similarities (they are called 

“synoptic Gospels”, meaning they take a common view), the book of John stands 

alone. 

The Gospel of John is one of the most beloved books of the Christian canon. Images 

of Jesus as the bread of life, the good shepherd, and he vine are familiar from Sunday 

school lessons, sermons, and stained-glass windows. 

John’s Gospel is also distinctive in many aspects of its style and outlook. For example, 

Jesus does relatively few miracles in John. He teaches in much longer speeches than 

in the Synoptic Gospels. The “I am” sayings that characterize Jesus’ speech do not 

occur in any other Gospel. 

QUOTABLE 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
(John 10:11) 

(The NIV Study Bible; Hebrews; & Know Your Bible; Barbour Publishing) 

Personal Insight 

It is such a blessing to have talented and dedicated worship leaders in our church 
family! If you participated or read the worship service material for May 1st, you will 
recognize that the devotion below corresponds nicely with this past Sunday’s message 
as it includes that particular Gospel passage. The writer of this meditation insists that 
“love is worth the risk”; and Jesus’ whole earthly life was an example of this truth.  

Before Jesus died gave a command to his disciples: “As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.” (John 13:34) He proved his love by dying not just for his closest 
friends, but for “many”. And his victorious love gave him honor and life eternal - as the 
love He calls us to has the capacity to give us life beyond our earthly years. 

Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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Love Is Worth the Risk 
If you love me, keep my commands.  

John 14:15 
 

READ John 21:15–19  

After a friend ended our decade-long friendship without explanation, I began slipping 
back into my old habit of keeping people at arms’ length. While processing my grief, I 
pulled a tattered copy of The Four Loves by C. S. Lewis off my shelf. Lewis makes a 
powerful observation about love requiring vulnerability. He states there’s “no safe 
investment” when a person risks loving. He suggests that loving “anything [will lead to] 
your heart being wrung and possibly broken.” Reading those words changed how I 
read the account of the third time Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection 
(John 21:1–14), after Peter had betrayed Him not once but three times (18:15–27). 

Jesus said, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” (21:15). 

After experiencing the sting of betrayal and rejection, Jesus spoke to Peter with 
courage not fear, strength not weakness, selflessness not desperation. He displayed 
mercy not wrath by confirming His willingness to love. 

Scripture reveals that “Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you 
love me?’” (v. 17). But when Jesus asked Peter to prove his love by loving others (vv. 
15–17) and following Him (v. 19), He invited all His disciples to risk loving 
unconditionally. Each of us will have to answer when Jesus asks, “Do you love me?” 
Our answer will impact how we love others. – By Xochitl Dixon 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Loving God, please break down every wall that keeps me from being vulnerable 
so I can love You and others with Spirit-empowered courage, compassion, and 
consistency. Amen.  
 

Why would a loving God ask His beloved children to risk being hurt for the sake of 
loving others like Jesus did? How can an intimate relationship with God help you feel 
safe enough to risk loving? 
 
SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The two verbs translated “love” in the Greek New Testament are phileō (“to be a friend 
of” [person or object] or to “have tender affection for”) and agapaō (“love founded in 
admiration, veneration, esteem”). 
Both words are used in John 21:15–16. Jesus uses agapaō while Peter uses phileō. 
In verse 17, however, both Jesus and Peter use phileō. Some scholars find significance 
in the use of these two different words in John 21 while others don’t. Commentator 
Craig Keener notes: “The two Greek words for ‘love’ here are used interchangeably 
elsewhere in John.” 
Peter had denied Christ three times (see John 18:15–18, 25–27). How gracious of 
Jesus to prompt him to affirm his love three times. Was Peter’s love authentic? Yes, 
authentic enough for him to live a life and die a death by which he would glorify God 
(see 21:18–19). – By Arthur Jackson 

Used with permission 
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