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Beloved Ones, 
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence   

“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial”  
(James )121:  

Did You Know? 

AUTHOR 

James (1:1); he was probably the brother of Jesus and the leader of the Jerusalem 

Council (Acts 15).  

James was one of several brothers of Jesus, probably the oldest since he heads the 

list in Mt. 13:55. After Jesus’ resurrection, James became very prominent in the 

Jerusalem church: 

• James was one of the select individuals Christ appeared to after his 

resurrection. 

• Paul called him a “pillar” of the church (Gal 2:9); Paul, on his first post-conversion 

visit to Jerusalem, saw James (Gal 1:19); as well as on his last visit (Acts 21:18); 

• Jude could identify himself simply as “a brother of James” (Jude 1:1), so well 

known was James. James was martyred c. AD 62, an even recorded by the 

Jewish historian Josephus (Antiquities, 20.9.1). 

DATE 

Some date the letter in the early 60s. There are indications however, that it was written 

before AD 50. Some of these rationales are the letter’s distinctively Jewish nature, 

which suggests that it was composed when the church was still predominantly Jewish; 

it reflects a simple church order; there is no reference to the controversy over Gentile 

circumcision. If this early dating is correct, this letter is the earliest of all New Testament 

writings.  

QUOTABLE 

“Come near to God and he will come near to you.” (4:8) 
(The NIV Study Bible; James & Know Your Bible; Barbour Publishing) 

Personal Insight 

This is the time of the year, when many of you watch the little plants, you seeded 
expectantly. And we all know that new life comes with hard work, and sometimes with 
struggles; let it be a baby, a seedling or a butterfly. I remember the story of a boy who 
tried to help a caterpillar coming out of its cocoon. However, by avoiding the struggle 
leaving that husk, that particular butterfly could never fly.  
I don’t agree with those who say that sufferings and trials are the will of God for our 
betterment. But I believe that the Holy One has the ability to use our challenges for 
growing us in faith, for making us more “mature and complete”. When we find ourselves 
in the stress of life, may we experience what James wrote: “Come near to God and 
he will come near to you.” (4:8) - with guidance, healing, peace, and the strength we 
need. 
Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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Growing in Faith 
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 

lacking anything.  

James 1:4 
 

READ Ja mes  1 :2–4  

At the beginning of my gardening journey, I’d wake up early and run to my vegetable 
garden to see if anything had sprouted. Nothing. After an internet search for “fast 
garden growth,” I learned that the seedling stage is the most important phase of a 
plant’s lifespan. Knowing now that this process couldn’t be rushed, I came to 
appreciate the strength of small sprouts fighting their way through the soil toward the 
sun and their resilience to temperamental weather. After waiting patiently for a few 
weeks, I was finally greeted by bursts of green sprouts creeping through the soil. 

Sometimes it’s easy to praise the victories and triumphs in our lives without similarly 
acknowledging that growth in our character often comes through time and struggle. 
James instructs us to “consider it pure joy” when we “face trials of many kinds” (James 
1:2). But what could possibly be delightful about trials? 

God will sometimes allow us to go through challenges and hardships so that we can 
be molded into who He’s called us to be. He waits in anticipation for us to come out of 
the trials of life “mature and complete, not lacking anything” (v. 4). By staying grounded 
in Jesus, we can persevere through any challenge, growing stronger and ultimately 
allowing the fruit of the Spirit to blossom in our lives (Galatians 5:22–23). His wisdom 
gives us the nourishment we need to truly flourish each and every day (John 15:5). – 
By Kimya Loder 
 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Dear heavenly Father, sometimes the trials I face seem unbearable. Please give 
me the strength to persevere, and help me as I grow in faith and develop into the 
fruit-bearing believer that You’ve called me to be. Amen.  
 

What trials have you been working through recently? What lessons are these 
circumstances revealing to you? 
 
SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The letter of James emphasizes the calling of believers in Jesus to grow in wisdom, 
uniting Jesus’ teachings and other wisdom teachings in Scripture to paint a picture of 
living wisely and faithfully. The Greek word teleios, translated “mature” in verse 4, is a 
key word in the book of James (also vv. 17, 25; 3:2). It’s a word that in the original 
language emphasizes wholeness and integrity. To be “mature” is to live a life in which 
our daily actions flow harmoniously from our beliefs. Conversely, to live foolishly, in 
ways that are inconsistent with what we say we believe, is to live a fractured and 
divided life. Throughout his letter, James draws attention to any behavior that stands 
in stark contrast to what true faith in Christ demands, urging believers to reject any 
such inconsistencies for the wholeness found in Jesus. – By Monica La Rose 
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