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Beloved Ones, 
Today’s Inspiration in one sentence   

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
(John )51:  

Did You Know? 

AUTHOR 

By the time of Jesus, the first five books of the Bible - starting with Genesis - were 

ascribed to Moses. In Hebrew, these five books are called the Torah, which means 

“teaching”, although it is often translated “law”. (Chalice Introduction to the Old Testament) 

DATE 

The Book of Genesis was written between 1446 and 1406 BC. 

DETAILS, PLEASE 

The first phrase in the Hebrew text of 1:1 is “bereshith” (“In [the] beginning”), which is 

also the Hebrew title of the book. Books in ancient times customarily were named after 

their first word or two.  

The English title, Genesis comes from the Greek language, from the Septuagint, which 

is the pre-Christian Greek translation of these Old Testament books. The thematic 

outline of the fifty chapters of Genesis looks as it follows:  

I. Creation (1:1-2:3);  

II. Primeval History (from Adam and Eve to The Spread of the Nations) (2:4-11:26);  

III. Patriarchal History (from Abraham to Joseph’s death) (11:27-50:26);  

UNIQUE AND UNUSUAL 

Genesis quickly introduces the concept of one God in multiple persons, a concept later 

called the Trinity: “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness” (1:26). Also early 

on, God gives a hint of Jesus’ suffering and victory when He curses the serpent for 

deceiving Eve: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (3:15) 
(The NIV Study Bible; Genesis & Know Your Bible; Barbour Publishing) 

Personal Insight 

Today we woke to a beautiful, sunny day. It’s amazing how it can change our mood, 
and make us enjoy what lays around us. We can especially appreciate the nice weather 
if we compare it to days when clouds hide the sun and the greyness of the sky makes 
us feel gloomy. But darkness has an even deeper tone. At night, when a space is pitch 
black, and we lose our sense of what is where.  
I remember my childhood when I was terrified entering a dark room, eve at home. I 
have to admit, I am still not very keen on entering dark places. Our eyes weren’t created 
to get around in darkness, and well, our other senses aren’t developed enough to help 
us, unless we choose or have to train them. The spiritual realm shows some 
resemblance to our physical world. We need clearance/light what is safe and not; what 
is good or harmful. Thanks be to God for light and guidance made available for us! 
Grace and peace to you all,   Rev. Maria 
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LET THERE BE LIGHT 
God said, “Let there be light.”  

Genesis 1:3 
 

 READ Genesis 1:1–5 

In my daughter’s earliest days, I often named for her the things she encountered. I’d 
identify objects or allow her to touch something unfamiliar and say the word for her, 
bringing understanding—and vocabulary—to the vast world she was exploring. 
Though my husband and I might naturally have expected (or hoped) her first word 
would be Mama or Daddy, she surprised us with an entirely different first word: her 
small mouth murmured dight one day—a sweet, mispronounced echo of the 
word light I’d just shared with her. 

Light is one of God’s first words recorded for us in the Bible. As the Spirit of God 
hovered over a dark, formless, and empty Earth, God introduced light into His creation, 
saying, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). He said the light was good, which the rest of 
Scripture bears out: the psalmist explains that God’s words illuminate our 
understanding (Psalm 119:130), and Jesus refers to Himself as “the light of the world,” 
the giver of the light of life (John 8:12). 

God’s first utterance in the work of creation was to give light. That wasn’t because He 
needed light to do His work; no, the light was for us. Light enables us to see Him and 
to identify His fingerprints on the creation around us, to discern what is good from what 
is not, and to follow Jesus one step at a time in this vast world. 

By Kirsten Holmberg 

REFLECT & PRAY 
Thank You, Jesus, for being the light of life, who illuminates the path for me 
every day. Amen.  
 

In what area of your life do you most need God’s light right now? How has His light 
helped you in the past? 
 
SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Light was so important to Israel’s concept of God that the Jewish Scriptures begin with 
the account of the creation of light to penetrate the darkness (Genesis 1:3). This light-
giving God was also seen in the psalmist’s recognition of Torah as “a lamp for my feet, 
a light on my path” (Psalm 119:105). Additionally, one of the primary pieces of sacred 
furniture in the ancient tabernacle was a golden lampstand (Exodus 25:31), providing 
light to the priests serving in the Holy Place. The temple was desecrated around 170 
to 160 BC, and its restoration was celebrated by what is known today as Hanukkah—
the festival of lights. All this and more bring focus to the high priority of light in Judaism. 
– By Bill Crowder 

Used with permission 
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