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GOD OF THE GARDEN 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day. 
Genesis 3:8 

 

READ Genesis 3:8–13 

Many years ago, Joni Mitchell wrote a song called “Woodstock” in which she saw the 
human race trapped in a “bargain” with the devil. Urging her listeners to seek a simpler, 
more peaceful existence, she sang of a return to “the garden.” Mitchell spoke for a 
generation longing for purpose and meaning. 

Mitchell’s poetical “garden” is Eden, of course. Eden was the paradise God created for 
us back in the beginning. In this garden, Adam and Eve met with God on a regular 
basis—until the day they made their bargain with the devil (see Genesis 3:6–7). That 
day was different. “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he 
was walking in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden” (v. 8). 

When God asked what they’d done, Adam and Eve engaged in a lot of blame-shifting. 
Despite their denial, God didn’t leave them there. He “made garments of skin for Adam 
and his wife and clothed them” (v. 21), a sacrifice that hinted at the death Jesus would 
endure to cover our sins. 

God didn’t give us a way back to Eden. He gave us a way forward into restored 
relationship with Him. We can’t return to the garden. But we can return to the God of 
the garden. 

By Tim Gustafson 
 

PRAY & REFLECT  
Father, help me not to blame others for my own faults and failures. Thank You 
that honesty with You means relationship with You. Amen.  
 

What stands between you and God today? What might you confess to Him in order to 
walk in “the cool of the day” with Him? 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
The book of Genesis uses the expression “walked with God” or “walked faithfully with 
God” to describe a life of loving fellowship and harmony with Him. Genesis 3 depicts 
that harmonious relationship with God being disrupted by the first human couple’s 
decision to mistrust and disobey Him. Instead of walking with God in the garden, they 
hid (v. 8). However, He graciously continued to pursue relationships where human 
beings walked with Him in trust and faithfulness. Even after the fall into sin, others are 
described as walking with God, such as Enoch (5:22), Noah (6:9), and Abraham (17:1). 
In the New Testament, through Jesus’ death and resurrection believers are given new 
hope and power to enable a life of walking faithfully with God through the gift of Christ’s 
Spirit (Galatians 5:16; Ephesians 2:10). - By: Monica La Rose 

Used with permission 

https://d2qllb04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/UB+113/d2qlLb04/VWT0kp4JNQ3ZW3HD0cV6PHm8BW61z83B4MZ7T9M5Y3l53q90_V1-WJV7CgWW_W8cXqtd38KrS8W5h04Jm1-CXf4W7_d81M10F00yW8b7Dny5Mb-MHW8fS99t5nfB3KW7G15B245S1q6W8-cnq78Vfb4kW912nDH1VH08KN7qnRNVYPRjqW9m2_946swxg-W2hNp_b5FnYNJW31qNPC4_klc0W4yPmTp50RgZ0N6pSZkzxn_M0W1Hwm1z6f-ZcFN1d36x4ztlKZW6Dh8Z97YMGRlW2kNj3D7685TrW4mKGX620Phc6W8Yj_gW8snvg-W60wNjV7SMwkcW7Q8ltP75bmjBV2xWN28wWWyNW5GCbXq14518gW5lXhkl8Mz_8CN91Qm4ctzB9RW93g8xL8tX5ddW8j8-bS7p6zMjW4zz0t65SL9pxW8g8T4b5gQHvv3pP21

