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GOD REDEEMS OUR PAIN 
The Lord bless him! . . . That man is our close relative. 

Ruth 2:20 
 

READ Ruth 2:20-22; 4:13-17 

Olive watched her friend loading her dental equipment into his car. A fellow dentist, 
he’d bought the brand-new supplies from her. Having her own practice had been 
Olive’s dream for years, but when her son Kyle was born with cerebral palsy, she 
realized she had to stop working to care for him. 

“If I had a million lifetimes, I’d make the same choice,” my friend told me. “But giving 
up dentistry was difficult. It was the death of a dream.” 

We often go through difficulties we can’t understand. For Olive, it was the heartache of 
her child’s unexpected medical condition and relinquishing her own ambitions. For 
Naomi, it was the heartache of losing her entire family. In Ruth 1:21 she lamented, 
“The Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”   

But there was more to Naomi’s story than what she could see. God didn’t abandon her; 
He brought restoration by providing her with a grandson, Obed (Ruth 4:17). Obed 
would not only carry on the name of Naomi’s husband and son, but through him, she 
would be a relative of an ancestor (Boaz) of Jesus Himself (Matthew 1:5, 16). 

God redeemed Naomi’s pain. He also redeemed Olive’s pain by helping her begin a 
ministry for children with neurological conditions. We may experience seasons of 
heartache, but we can trust that as we obey and follow God, He can redeem our pain. 
In His love and wisdom, He can make good come out of it. 

By Karen Huang 
 

PRAY & REFLECT  
Dear God, thank You that You're redeeming the painful stories of my life. Amen.  
 

How has God redeemed your trials in the past? How is He encouraging you in your 
present difficulties? 
For further study, read Why? Seeing God in Our Pain. 
 

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT 
Naomi described Boaz as a close relative; . . . one of our guardian-redeemers (Ruth 
2:20). The newborn son of Ruth and Boaz is also referred to as a guardian-redeemer 
(4:14). The guardian-redeemer is the central focus of the book of Ruth (see also 3:9, 
12; 4:1, 3, 6, 8). The Hebrew word go'el can also be translated family redeemer, 
kinsman-redeemer, or family protector and refers to the nearest relative with the 
responsibility of rescuing the family in trouble (see Leviticus 25:23-55; Deuteronomy 
25:5-10). Boaz, though not the nearest relative (Ruth 4:2-4), willingly assumed 
guardian-redeemer obligations; he bought back Elimelek's land (vv. 3-4) and married 
the childless widow (Ruth) of a deceased relative (Mahlon) to carry on his family line 
(v. 5). – By K. T. Sim 

Used with permission 

https://d2qllb04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/UB+113/d2qlLb04/VVF9vn4S2fSTN8kks9cvgQ47W20x2Jc4RZDGjN5r_RQm5nKvpV3Zsc37CgHjdW6SnfYZ2RF6zKW5D828Y4-yzq3W587gR03htGc1W7BZCvs1m_9wSW8kL54q3LbXGSW5wCg6j7Gs1_sW8Jn6XH5m_2mNW2zn_9S42-5XZW8stPpV5VW0wNN1Xc_2XLkJ_rN1kHzm_QL888W4nVrbC6d_j_BW30gwtl8PpVRbN1zsM0FVLYtHN5psRx3NXM3_W3d-0XJ7VMYMGW2-_HxP7MmLbXW353mJt800JJlW4bwMM-6Tg0F2W4Zvft14YWW9GN1qkCr9LnyWPW12BwxD9htKG1W3pk-Gt8N6hmwN5qhlWgmXmKHW57rkyp8db1NtW8s_yct1sQmnmW8slCpH184Qn6W478GV37DxmpdW6szy3J1JvZ3RW4RwCn93KZ5_FW3860nw5Yh19FW8b7wVf4FJVzVW1X2fzn6T5p66N5YG1hLkYgk33mFB1
https://d2qllb04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/UB+113/d2qlLb04/VVF9vn4S2fSTN8kks9cvgQ47W20x2Jc4RZDGjN5r_RRy3q90pV1-WJV7CgByTW4lD6wh8gHSy8W1S2fvp6j367nW2x7WLC73HxchW3mhDPY72SPnHW4HSR0q1Cp_djW3t2n4z7MN6d_Vyzdj57LCPtsW4qRJYJ8nH5QrW75P7tw5jgmwRW4HVNYX72Wk_jW8wWqmg8XL5npW527Jyj6VYT9CW2czCMY3Y8SdfVQmKpg2y0RghW9drgpP8nrhYXW2G4nTr8rymm_N5QMJzbJnBLHW4mlWsT4rPjH3W2GhbpM3WCB9cVhS7F41YK16bW92gW9v2fx6swW4Qpfq26L4p4gW5CJ-191dtls-W3qlyjX4b3JHMW3f35NK3HlP_PW9l3nSz4qkH1S36Nr1

