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EVERY GRIEF

He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Revelation 21:4

READ Revelation 21:1-6

‘I measure every Grief | meet,” the nineteenth-century poet Emily Dickinson wrote,
“With narrow, probing, eyes — / | wonder if It weighs like Mine — / Or has an Easier
size.” The poem is a moving reflection on how people carry the unique ways they’'ve
been wounded throughout their lives. Dickinson concludes, almost hesitantly, with her
only solace: the “piercing Comfort” of seeing at Calvary her own wounds reflected in
the Savior’s: “Still fascinated to presume / That Some — are like my own -.”

The book of Revelation describes Jesus, our Savior, as a “Lamb, looking as if it had
been slain” (5:6; see v. 12), His wounds still visible. Wounds earned through taking
upon Himself the sin and despair of His people (1 Peter 2:24-25), so that they might
have new life and hope.

And Revelation describes a future day when the Savior will “wipe every tear” from each
of His children’s eyes (21:4). Jesus won’t minimize their pain, but truly see and care
for each person’s unique grief—while inviting them into the new, healing realities of life
in His kingdom, where there is “no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (v. 4).
Where healing water will flow “without cost from the spring of the water of life” (v. 6;
see 22:2).

Because our Savior has carried our every grief, we can find rest and healing in His
kingdom.

By Monica La Rose

PRAY & REFLECT
Dear God, thank You for seeing, understanding, and carrying all my grief. Amen

When have you felt truly seen in your pain? How has God comforted you in hard times?

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT

Exiled on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9), the apostle John was given a glimpse
of “what must soon take place” (v. 1) when Jesus returns to rule the world as king. God
will judge and punish an unbelieving, sinful world for her wickedness and evil (chs. 4-
19). Satan will be sent into eternal punishment (20:10). In the final vision (21:1-22:9),
John saw “a new heaven and a new earth” (21:1), a fulfillment of a promise God made
in Isaiah 65:17-25. Scholars say both Isaiah and John are describing heaven, “God’s
dwelling place,” where He will live with His people forever (Revelation 21:3). “Nothing
impure will ever enter it . . . but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book
of life” (v. 27). The apostle Peter says this new heaven and new earth is “where

righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). — By K. T. Sim
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