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WHEN JESUS STOPS

Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him.
Luke 18:40

READ Luke 18:35-4

For days, the sickly cat cried, huddled in a box near my workplace. Abandoned on the
street, the feline went unnoticed by many who passed it by—until Jun came along. The
street sweeper carried the animal home, where he lived with two dogs, which were
former strays.

“I care for them because they’re the creatures no one notices,” Jun said. “I see myself
in them. No one notices a street sweeper, after all.”

As Jesus walked toward Jericho on His way to Jerusalem, a blind man sat begging by
the roadside. He felt unnoticed too. And on this day especially—when a crowd was
passing through and all eyes were focused on Christ—no one stopped to help the
beggar.

No one except Jesus. In the midst of the clamoring crowd, He heard the forgotten
man’s cry. “What do you want me to do for you?” Christ asked, and He received the
heartfelt reply, “Lord, | want to see.” Then Jesus said, “Receive your sight; your faith
has healed you” (Luke 18:41-42).

Do we feel unnoticed at times? Are our cries drowned out by people who seem to
matter more than us? Our Savior notices those the world doesn’t care to notice. Call
to Him for help! While others may pass us by, He’ll stop for us.
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PRAY & REFLECT
Dear Jesus, thank You for hearing me when I call to You. Like the blind man who
received his sight, help me to follow and praise You all my life. Amen

How would knowing that Jesus sees you change how you view yourself and your life?
Who are those around you who might need to be noticed, and how can you " stop" to
encourage them with the Savior’s love?

SCRIPTURE INSIGHT
The healing of the blind beggar in Luke 18:35-43 is also told in Matthew 20:29-34 and
Mark 10:46-52, but with differences in the details. Matthew says there are two blind
men, whereas Mark and Luke choose to tell the story of only one, whom Mark calls "
Bartimaeus" or " son of Timaeus" (10:46). The Gospels tell of several other instances
where Jesus healed the blind: Matthew 9:27-31 (two blind men); 12:22 (blind and mute
demon-possessed man); Mark 8:22-26 (blind man at Bethsaida); and John 9 (man
born blind). In addition, Matthew records a general healing of the blind (15:30; 21:14).
At the start of His public ministry, Christ read from Isaiah 61:1-2 about the ministry of
the Messiah. Healing of the blind is one of the signs of the Messiah (Luke 4:18-19, see
also Matthew 11:2-6). After the Scriptures from Isaiah were read, Jesus declared that
He's indeed the Messiah: " Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing" (Luke 4:21).
— By K. T. Sim
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